THE FOURTH EDITIO! 


LONDON: 
Printed for W. STRAHan, W. JounsTONs 
and J. Do ps LET.  MDCCLxvi, 


* 
* . 


Ly A, R 1 — P76 — 5 — = 
Sv" EPR as ET n * 


* 


De SCRIPTION' of a palace in a 


5 


valley _ .. + mo 


* W 


2 


wh 


CHAP. III. 


* 4 : 
. . = . ; PP 2 


The wants of him that wants nothing 16 | 


* * * i 4 


oF a % = 


42 © © man 


— 


— e 
I . 8 0” * * * 
- 1 
77 oy - 
+ - 
= = * 
3”, * 2 1 4 
& * 
9 a i N * 7 % 
* 1 2 - — 
1 [ ©, k ; 3 
1 O T N 
8 i 2 
2 0 
P > 4 
s 


: 5 N 
„ Ga 
8 RY * | 0 


The prince continues to grieve and 
—_— 21 


CHAP. v. 


The prince mediates his cfrape "0 


CHAP. VI. > 
A differtation on W of fying | 34 


CHAP. VII. 


The prince finds a man of learning 44 


cn. vin. 
T he hiſtory of Imlac 


1 CHAP. IX. | 
The hiſtory of Imlac continued 


CONTENTS: Mt 


* 
P * * 
Rx 3 3 DN e 
* 


Imlac's hiſtory ws A differs 
tion upon poetry ...; 


CHA 2 * : 


Imlac s narrative continued. A hint on . 
pilgrimage "1 £371 


CHA 1 . 
The ſtory of Inae continued Bp 
cnap. Alt x 
Raſſelas diſcovers the means of cſcage t 


CHAP. XIV. 
Räaſſelas ad Imlac receive an unexpec- | 
ted iB! i 0 


— 


CONTENTS! 


I be prince and princeſs leave the valley 
and ſee many wonders 101 


CHAP. XVI. 


They enter Cairo, and find every man 


* 
K 


s 


hop. : 106 


a Nui. 
he prince aſſociates with young men 
of ſpirit and gaiety 114 


=_ l =_ * — — Se ee 
re , \ = 7 
CT 3 rr 
7 3 * a ä 9 A a * 2 * 1 
N K * * N 0 k 0 PIP. PIRIE by y BRI * 7 
p o 
9 - 


—_ 


Ws * pa 


ſhe prince finds a wiſe and happy man 


— 5 % 


. . 
„ 
Eu * N . 1 — 1 1 4 
* 6 : . 3 5 
7 #. x ry xt * 5 4 


* 


| | 7 A glimpſe of paſtoral — mi 


CONTENTS.” 


CHAP:. XX. 
The anger of proſperity | 


© H AP. XXI. 
The happineſs of ſolitude. The her- 
mit's hiſtory — - 
RA 


The happineſs of a life led 4 according to 
nature | SO 2 139 


CHAP. XXII. 


The prince and his ſiſter divide between 
them the work of obſervation 144 


* 


CHAP. XXIV. 


AF The prince examines the happineſs of _ 


high ſtations 149 
CHAT. | 


r ' A vey K 1f 6 2 Att Woe 24 4c wt 


— 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP. XXV. 


The princeſs perſues her enquiry with 
more diligence than ſucceſs 153 


 RASSELAS 


" 4 tt Wy 5 4 N 


PRINCE OF ABISSI 
r OE get my 


* 


age will perform the 


* 


15 © HPP 


94 RASSELAS, 


N i fourth fon of the 
mighty emperour, in whoſe dominions 
the Father of waters begins his courſe ; 
whoſe bounty pours down the ſtreams 
ol plenty, and ſcatters over half the 
EF” world the harveſts of Egypt. 
According to the cuſtom which has 
deſcended from age to age among the 
monarchs of the torrid zone, Raſſe las 
© was confined in a private palace, with | 
3 the other ſons and daughters of Abiſſi- 

l = nian royalty, till the order of ſucceſſion 

' ſhould call him to the throne. 

E  - The place, which the wiſdom or r po- 
94 ey of antiquity had deſtined for the re- 

EY fidence of the Abiſſinian princes, was a 
; er. ſpacious valley in the kingdom of Am- 
22 Hara, furrounded on every fide by moun- 
* tains, of which the ſummits overhang 
* mx part. * nn palliges, } 
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which i it could be entered, was a cavern 
that paſſed under a rock, of which it 
has long been diſputed whether it wis 
the work of nature or of human in- 
dũùſtry. The outlet of the cavern was 
concealed by a thick wood, and the : E 
mouth which opened into the vallex I 
was cloſed with gates of iron, forged by 
the artificers of ancient days, ſo maſſy 
that no man could without the ben of 1 
engines open or ſhut tbe. 
From the mountains on every ſde, 1 riz - - 
* deſcended that filled all the valley bo 9 
with verdure and fertility, and formed 1 1 


lake in the middle inhabited by fiſh of 4 
every ſpecies, and frequented by every 

| fowl whom nature has taught to dip he 
wing in water. This lake diſcharged 4 : 


its ſuperfluities by a ſtream which ens 5 
= tered a dark cleft of the mountain on 5 
JJ $2 "8 5 + J ö 


3 
| the northern ſide, and fell with dreadfol 
noiſe from precipice to precipice till it 
Was heard no more. 1 Hey 
The fides of the mountains were co- 
vered with trees, the banks of the 
brooks were diverſified with flowers ; 
every blaſt ſhook ſpices from the rocks, 
and every month dropped fruits upon 
the ground. All animals that bite the 
graſs, or brouſe the ſhrub, whether 
Wild or tame, wandered in this extenſive 


3 8 2 circuit, ſecured from beaſts of prey by 


$ the mountains which confined them. 


[A port re; Bocks and. herds | 
feeding in the paſtures, on another all 


"i 1 of chaſe friſking in the 
ns; the ſprightly kid was bounding 


| Th on the rocks, the ſubtle monkey frolick- 


ing in the trees, and the folemn ele- 
plant repoſing in the ſhade. All the 
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diverſities of the world were brought 
together, the bleſſings of nature were. 


ns R 

The valley, wide and Frujtull 4 
plied its inhabitants with the neceſſaties 
of life, and all delights and ſuperfluities 
were added at the annual viſit which 
the emperour paid his children, when 
the iron gate was opened to the ſound 
of muſick; and during eight days every 
one that reſided in the valley was re- 
quired to propoſe whatever might con- 
tribute to make ſecluſion pleaſant, to 
fill up the vacancies of attention, and 
leſſen the tediouſneſs of time. Every: 


erted the N of harmony, and the 
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collected, and its evils e and Fe | 


deſire was immediately granted. All * IL ] 
the artificers of pleaſure were called 0 
gladden the feſtivity; the muſicians ex- 8 4 


3 dancers... 
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dancers ſhewed their activity before the 
princes, in hope that they ſhould paſs 
their lives in this bliſsful captivity, to 
which theſe only were admitted whoſe 
performance 'was thought able to add 
novelty to luxury. Such was the ap- 
pearance of ſecurity and delight which 
this retirement afforded, that they to 
- whom it was new always deſired that it 
might be perpetual; and as thoſe, on 
whom the iron gate had once cloſed, 
were never ſuffered to return, the effect 
of longer experience could not be 
n apm. Thus every year produced 
ny ſchemes of delight, and new com- 
13 prtitors for impriſonment. | 
- = he. palace ſtood on an. eminence 
E aa about thirty paces above the ſur- 
face of the lake. It was divided into 
3 ita e or courts, built . 
S _ . 1 
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greater or leſs magnificence according = 
to the rank of thoſe for whom they. 
were deſigned. The roofs were turned 
into arches of maſly ſtone joined by „ 
cement that grew harder by time, and 
the building ſtood from century to cen- 
tury deriding the ſolſtitial rains and 
equinoctial hurricanes, without nerd or. 
reparation. WM be 
This houſe, which was fo wn © . 
be fully known to none but ſome an- 


cient officers who ſucceſlively inherited 
the ſecrets of the place, was built As if 
ſuſpicion herſelf had dictated the rig. 
To every room there was an. open a 
ſecret paſſage, every ſquare had a com 
munication with the reſt, either fron © ; 
the upper ſtories by private galleries, 5 
or by ſubterranean paſſages from th - 
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Jower apartments. Many of the co- 
lumns had unſuſpected cavities, in 
which a long race of monarchs had 
tepolitee- their treaſures; ? Phey then 
eloſed"up the opening with marble, 
which-wa Ga never to be removed but in 
the utmoſt Sigenties" of the kingdom 
In. recorded their accumulations in a 
book which was itſelf concealed in a 
tower not entered but by the emperour, 
attended by the prince who ſtood. next 
* ſucceſſion. >" 
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DD | HAPPY VALLEY. 80 3 
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ERE che mas and n ae of 

+ Abiflinialived only to now the ſofſt 
Wente of pleaſure and repoſe, attend. 
ed by all that were ſkilful to delight, and 
gratified with whatever the ſenſes can 
enjoy. They wandered in gardens'of _ 
fragrance, and ſlept in the fortreſſes of ſes 
curity. Every art was practiſed to make 
them pleaſed with their own condition. | 
The ſages who inſtructed them, told 
them of nothing but the miſeries of Po „ 
publick life, and deſeribed all beyond 
the mountains as regions of calamity Eo 
where diſcord was always raging, * 55 
Where n man preyed upon man. 
. 1 4 
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To heighten their opinion -of their 
own felicity, they were daily entertained 
with ſongs, the ſubject of which was the 
| e valley. Their appetites were ex- 
eited by frequent enumerations of diffe- 
rent enjoyments, and revelry and merry- 
1 ment was the buſineſs of every hour 
from the dawn of morning to the cloſe 
of even. | n 
KN Theſe methods were generally fac 
q #. + ceſsful; ſew of the princes had ever 
I ro to enlarge their bounds, but 
paſſed their lives in full conviction that 
” _ they had all within their reach that art 
or nature could beſtow, and pitied thoſe 
whom fate had excluded from this ſeat 
of tranquillity, as the ſport of chance 

and the ſlaves of miſery. 
Thus they roſe in the morning and 
; thy down at "Oy pleaſed with each 


. - "* 
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other and with themſelves, all but Raſ- 
ſelas, who in the twenty- ſixth year of 


his age, began to withdraw himſelf 


from their paſtimes and aſſemblies, and 
to delight in ſolitary walks and filent me- 


_ ditation. He often ſat before tables © 


covered with luxury, and forgot to taſte 
the dainties that were placed before him: 
he roſe abruptly in the midſt of the ſong, 
and haſtily retired beyond the ſound 
of muſick. His attendants obſerved the 
change and endeavoured to renew his 
love of pleaſure : he neglected [their 


officiouſneſs, repulſed their invitations, 


and ſpent day after day on the banks of 
rivulets ſheltered with trees, where he 
ſometimes liſtened to the birds in the 
| branches, ſometimes obſerved the fiſh 
playing in the ſtream, and anon caſt his 


Tm __y the paſtures and mountains 
filled 


—— — — 


filled with animals, of which ſome were 


biting the herbage, and ſome lorping 
among the buſhes. 
This ſingularity of his humour * 


him much obſerved. One of the Sages, 


in whoſe converſation he had formerly 
delighted, followed him ſecretly, in hope 
of diſcovering the cauſe of his diſquiet. 
Raſſelas, who knew not that any one was 


near him, having for ſome time fixed - 


his eyes upon the goats that were brouſ- 


ing among the rocks, began to compare 
- "their condition with his own. 


« What,” ſaid he, makes the diffe- 


rence between man and all the reſt of the 


animal creation? Every beaſt that ſtrays 
beſide me has the ſame corporal neceſſi- 
ties with myſelf; he is hungry and crops 
the graſs, he is thirſty and drinks the 


ſtream, his thirſt and hunger are ap- 


peaſed, = 
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a peaſed, be is ſatisfied and ſleeps; he 


riſes again and is hungry, he is again fed 
and is at reſt, I am hungry and thirſty 


like him, but when thirſt and hunger 
ceaſe I am not at reſt; I am, like him, 


pained with want, bur am not, hike him, 
| ſatisfied with fulneſs. The intermediate 
hours are tedious and gloomy; I long 
again to be hungry that I may again 
quicken my attention. The birds peck 
the berries or the corn, and fly away to 
the groves where they fit in ſeeming 
happineſs on the branches, and waſte 
their lives in tuning one unvaried ſeries 


of ſounds. I likewiſe can call the ut 
niſt and the finger, but the ſounds that “ 


pleaſed me yeſterday weary me to day, 
and will grow yet more weariſome to- 
morrow. I can diſcover within me no 
Forer of * . is pot glutted 
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with its "EA eats, Jet I do not 
feel myſelf delighted. Man ſurely has 
ſome latent ſenſe for which this place 
affords no gratification, or he has ſome 


deſires diſtinct from ſenſe which muſt 
be ſatisfied before he can be happy.” 


After this he lifted up his head, and 
ſeeing the moon riſing, walked towards 


- the palace. As he paſſed through 1 the 


fields, and ſaw the animals around him, 


« Ye, faid he, are happy, and need not 
envy me that walk thus among you, 


baurthened with myſelf; nor do I, ye 
* gentle beings, envy your felicity ; for 
it is not the felicity of man. I have 
== many diſtreſſes from which ye are free; ez 
= 1 Fear pain when 1 do not feel it 3. R. 


ſometimes ſhrink at evils recollected, 
ang ſometimes ſtart ; at evils anticipated; * 


"0 
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ſurely the equity of providence has bal- 
lanced h * with * 
enjoyments.“ 

With obſervations like theſe the 
prince amuſed himſelf. as he returned, 
uttering them with a plaintive voice, 
yet with a look that diſcovered him to 
feel ſome complacence in his own per- 
ſpicacity, and to receive ſome ſolace of 
the miſeries of life, from conſciouſneſs, 
of the delicacy with which he felt, and 
and the eloquence with which he be- : 
wailed them. He mingled. cheerfully. | 
in the diverſions of the evening, and 


all rejoiced to find that his heart was i | 7 I % 


lightened.— 
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AN the next "FF his old inſtructor, 
| "imagining that he had now made 
himſelf acquainted with his diſeaſe of 
mind, was in hope of curing it by counſel, 
and officiouſly ſought an opportunity 

of conference, which the prince, having 
, Jong conſidered him as one whoſe in- 
tellects were exhauſted, was not very 


willing to afford: < Why, ſaid he, does 


| | cis man thus rtrude upon me; ; ſhall I 


de never ſuffered to forget thoſe lec- 
ti which pleaſed only while they 


were new, and to become new again 


— muſt be forgotten ?” He then wilked ; 


Into the wood, and * himſelf | 


= 7: D ” 4 to 
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to ris! uſual ni6dithtivas 1 ; When before 


| his thoughts had taken any ſettled form, 


he perceived his purſuer at his ſide, and 
was at firſt prompted by his f impatience 
to go haſtily away 3 but, being unilling 
to offend a man whom he had once re- 
verenced and ſtill loved, he invited bim 
to ſit down with him on the bank. 
The old man, thus encouraged, 12 
gan to lament the change which had 
been lately obſerved in the prince, and 
to enquire why he ſo often retired from 
the pleaſures of the palace, to lonelineſs 
and filence. © I fly from pleaſure, ſaid | 


the prince, becauſe pleaſure has ceaſed 


to pleaſe; I am lonely becauſe Iam mi- 


ſerable, and am unwilling to cloud with 


my preſence the happineſs of others.” 
« You, Sir, faid the ſage, are the firſt 


who has 3 of * in the 
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that your complaints have no real cauſe. 


or that 1 know not what I want, 1s the 
"cauſe of my complaint; 31 had any 
g known want, I ſhould have a certain 
| viſh; that wiſh would excite endea- 
| your, and 1 ſhould not then repine to 


weſtern mountain, or lament when; the 


happy vally, J hope to convince you 


You are here in full poſſeſſion of all 3 
that the emperour of Abiſſinia can be- 3 
ſtowz here is neither labour to be en- I 
dured nor danger to be dreaded, yet 1 
here 1 is all that labour or danger can 1 
procure or purchaſe. Look round and | | | 
tell me which of Four) wants is without 1 
ſupply: if you want nothing, h how are 
Jou unhappy * . 
That I want nothing, ſaid the] prince, 


ſee the ſun move ſo lowly towards the 


ay breaks and ſeep will no longer þ wo 


« 
OY 
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and the lambs chaſing one another, I 


fancy that I ſhould be happy if I had 


ſomething to perſue. - But, poſſeſſing 
all that I can want, I find one day 
one hour exactly like another, e cept 
that the latter is ſtill more tedious than 
the former. Let your experience in- 
form me how the day may now ſeem as 
ſhort as in my childhood, while nature 
was yet freſh, and every moment ſhew- 


ed me what I never had obſerved before. 
I have already enjoyed too much; give — 
me ſomething to deſire.“ "if 


The old man was ſurprized at this 
new ſpecies of affliction, and knew not 
what to reply, yet was unwilling to be 


filent.” * Sir, faid he, if you had ſeen 


the miſeries of the world, you would 


N 
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SSEL As, 
know how to value your preſent ſtate.” 
< Now, ſaid the prince, you have given 
me ſomething to deſire; I ſhall long to 
the miſeries of the world, ſince 
ſight of them is neceſſary to hap- 
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CHAP. Iv. 


THE PRINCE CONTINUES TO on 
AND MUSE, : 


— 


Th this time the ſound of aufn pro- 
claimed the hour of repaſt, and the 
| converſation was concluded. The old 
man went away ſufficiently diſcontented 


to find that his reaſonings had produced 


: | the only concluſion which they were in- 


tended to prevent. But in the decline 
of life ſhame and grief are of ſhort du- 


ration; whether it be that we bear eaſily 


what we have born long, or that, finding 
ourſelves in age leſs regarded, we leſs 


regard others; or, that we look with 


flight regard upon afflictions, to which 
we know that the hand of death is about 


8 rie 
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The prince, whoſe views were ex- 
tended to a wider ſpace, could not 


ſpeedily quiet his emotions. He had 


been before terrified at the length of 
life which nature promiſed him, becauſe 
he conſidered that in a long time much 
muſt be endured; he now rejoiced in i 
his youth, becauſe 1 in many years much 3 
might be done. 

This firſt beam of hope, that had 


been ever darted into his mind, re- 


Kindled youth in his cheeks, and 
doubled the luſtre: of his eyes. He 


Vas fired with the defire of doing ſome- 


thing, though he knew not yet with 
diſtinétneſs, either end or means. 

* He was now no longer gloomy and 
unſocial; but, conſidering himſelf as 
maſter of a ſecret ſtock of happineſs, 
which he could enjoy only by concealing 
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it, he affected to be buſy in all ſchemes 
of diverſion, and endeavoured to make 
4 others pleaſed with the ſtate of which he 
X himſelf was weary, But pleaſures” ne. 
ver can be ſo multiplied or continued 
as not to leave much of life unemploy- 
ed there were many hours, both of the 
night and day, which he could ſpend 
without ſuſpicion in ſolitary thought, 
The load of life was much lightened: he 
went eagerly into the aſſemblies, be- 
cauſe he ſuppoſed the frequency of nis 
preſence neceſſary to the ſucceſs of his 
purpoſes; he retired gladly to privacy, L 
becauſe he had now a n of 
thought. * 
His chief n was to aue 


to himſelf that world which he had never 


ſeen; to place himſelf in various condiĩ- 
tions; to be entangled i in imaginary dif 
__— C + ficulties, 


he XP ä 
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3 and to be engaged in wild ad- 
ventures: but his benevolence. always 
terminated his projects in the relief of 
diſtreſs, the detection of fraud, the de- 
feat of oppreſſion, and the diffuſion of 


happineſs. F PAT: 
Thus paſſed twenty Ae of 0 


av life of Raſſelas. | He buſied himſelf fo 
V intenſely - in viſionary ' buſtle, that he 
\ forgot his real ſolitude; and, amidſt 
=  houtly. preparations for the various in- 
cidents of human affairs, neglected to 
conſider by what means he ſhould. 
mingle with mankind. $4. 
One day, as he was ſitting on a beak; 
he feigned to himſelf an orphan virgin 
rabbed of her little portion by a treach- 
erous lover, and crying after him for 
reſtitution and redreſs. So ſtrongly was 
the image impreſſed upon his mind, that 
1 „ 


re 
* 8 
9 


* " 1 7 „ wwrebla 
* 4 hp 


run forward to ſeize the plunderer 


J PRINCE OF ABISSINIA. 5 
be dared vp in the maid's deferice, and 


all the eagerneſs of real purſuit. Fear 


naturally quickens the flight of guilt. 
Räſſelas could not catch the fugitive: 


with his utmoſt efforts; but, reſolving 


to weary, by perſeverance, him whom. 


he could not ſurpaſs in ſpeed, he preſſed 
on till the foot of the mountain _ 
his courſe, _—_ ly 


Here he acolludhed hi ſelf, 1 
ſmiled at his own uſeleſs impetuoſity. 


Then raiſing his eyes to the mountain, 


“This, ſaid he, is the fatal obſtacle that 
hinders at once the enjoyment of plea- 
ſure, and the exerciſe of virtue. HO 


long is it that my hopes and wiſhes 
have flown beyond 
my life, which oy | never have n 
"4 to ſurmount! 


3 a 233 


La Struck | 5 


this boundary of 


* 5 


RASSEIL AS. 


by with this reflection, he ſat: 
dbwn to muſe, and remembered, that 
ſince he firſt reſolved to eſcape from his 
_ confinement, the ſan had paſſed twice 
over him in his annual courſe. He now | 
felt a degree of regret with which he. had 
newer been before acquainted. He con- 
ſidered how much might have been done 
in che time which had paſſed, and left 
nothing real behind it. He compared 
twenty months with the life of man. 
In life, ſaid he, is not to be counted 
the ignorance of infancy, or imbecility 
of age. We are long before we are able 
to think, and we ſoon ceaſe from the 
power of acting. The true period of 
human exiſtence may be reaſonably eſti- 
mated as forty years, of which I have 

muſed away the four and twentieth part. 
5 — I have loſt was certain, for I have 
= : . 
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certainly poſſeſſed it; but of twenty 
months to come who can aſſure me?” 
| "The conſciouſneſs of his on folly: 
pierced him deeply, and he, was long 
before he could be reconciled to himſelf, 
“The reſt of my time, ſaid he, hag 
been loſt by the crime or folly of my ans 
ceſtors, and the abſurd inſtitutions of my 


country; I remember it with diſguſtgyet ' * 


without remorſe : but the months that 
have paſſed ſince new light darted into 
my ſoul, ſince I formed a ſcheme of rea-. 
ſonable felicity, have been ſquandered 
by my own fault, I have loſt that which 
can never be reſtored: I have ſeen the 
ſun riſe and ſet for twenty months, an 
idle gazer on the light of heaven: In 

this time the birds have left the neſt of 
their mother, and committed themſelves 
to the woods and to the ſkies : : the 
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kid has rden the teat, - and and 
by degrees to climb the rocks in queſt of 
independant ſuſtenance. I only have 
| made no advances, but am ſtill helpleſs 
Wl and ignorant. The moon, by more than 
twenty changes, admoniſhed me of the 
| flux of life the ſtream that rolled be- 
1 fore my feet upbraided my inaQtivity. I 
= fat feaſting on intellectual luxury, re- 
gardleſs alike of the examples of the 
earth, and the inſtructions of the planets. 
Twenty months are paſſed, who ſhall 
_ reſtore them]! | 
_ Theſe forrowful meditations faſtened 
upon his mind; he paſt four months in 
relolying to loſe no more time in idle 
reſolves, and was awakened to more 
vigorous exertion by hearing a maid, 
+ who had broken a porcelain cup, re- 
be ws mark, 
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not to be regretted. 


proached himſelf that he had not diſco- 
| vered it, having not known, or not con- 


open before her. He, for a few hours, 
regretted his regret, and from that time 
dent his whole mind upon the means of 
eſeaping from the valley of happineſs. 
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wark, that what cannot be repaired is 


This was obvious; ; and Raſſelas re- 


| ſidered, how many uſeful hints are ob- 
. tained by chance, and how often the 
mind, hurried by her own ardour to 
diſtant views, neglects the truths that lie x # 


CHAP. v. 


ruf PRINCE MEDITATES Hr ESCAPE. 


L w founc chat it would be very 
T difficult to effect that which it was 
very ealy to ſuppoſe effected. When he 
4 looked round about him, he ſaw him- 
F 1 ſelf conſined by the bars of nature which 
bad never yet been broken, and by the 
gate, through which none that once had 
Paſſed it were ever able to return. He 
Was. now impatient as an eagle in a 
E: 4 ""- grate. He paſſed week after week in 
clambering the mountains, to ſee if there 
Vas any aperture which the buſhes might 
conceal, but found all the ſummits in- 
acceſſible by their prominence. The iron 
gate he deſpaired to open; for it was not 
only ſecured with all the power of art, 
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Lew, of 8 


but was always watched by ſuceeſſſye 

ſentinels, and was by its poſition ex- 

poſed to the perpetual obſervation 1 
all the hben. f oY 


which a bete wp ye rn were dif | 
charged; and, looking eur at a time 
when the ſun ſhone ſtrongly upon it 2-2 
mouth; he: diſcovered: it aer fall a 
broken rocks, which, though they per- 
mitted the ſtream to flow through, magny 
narrow paſſages, would ſtop any body 

of ſolid bulk. He returned diſcouraged . | "ml 
and dejected; but, having now a 1 
the bleſſing of hope, reſolved never to + Z F 
deſpair. g LS 
In highs fuel e he F dent te 


months. 


wen away. in abe norni 
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with new Rope, i in the evening wpldud- 
ed his own diligence, and in the night 


thouſand amuſements which beguiled 


his labour, and diverſified his thoughts. 


He difcerned the various inſtincts of 


animals, and properties of plants, and 


found the place replete with wonders, of 
which he purpoſed to ſolace himſelf with 
the contemplation, if he ſhould. never be 
able to accompliſh his flight ; rejoicing 
that his endeavours, though yet unſuc- 
ceſsful, had ſupplied him with FS ſource . 
js inexhauſtible enquiry; * | 

But his original curioſity was n. not yer 


| abated ; he reſolved to obtain ſonie 


knowledge of the ways of men. His 


wiſh ſtill continued, but his hope grew 


leſs. He ceaſed to ſury ey any longer 
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the walls of his priſon, and ſpared to 


— 


ſearch by new foils for interſtices whic 
e knew could not be found, yet deter- 


mined to keep 
view, and lay hold on any expedient that 


1 + 5 Pet . 8 
time ſhould offer. rr 
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"a DISSERTATION on THE ART or 


Sz * 
N , FLYING. | K 
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\ MONG the artiſts that had heek 
allured into the happy valley, to 
os, for the accommodation and 
pleaſure of its inhabitants, was a man 
eminent for his knowledge of the me- 
chanick powers, who had contrived 
many engines both of uſe and recre- 
ation. By a wheel, which the ſtream 
turned; he forced the water into a 
tower, whence it was diſtributed to all 
the apartments of the palace. He 
erected a pavillion in the garden, 
around which he kept the air always 
cool by artificial ſhowers. One of the 
_ appropriated to the ladies, was 
ventilated 


„„ 
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. by fans, to which the cle 
that run through it gave a conſtant 


motion; and inſtruments of ſoft muſick 


were placed at proper diſtances, of 


which ſome layed by the impulſe of 


the vind, and ſome: by the power o 


1 : 
* a 3 
R s . 
„ 14 9 | & 


This artiſt was e viſited "Ty 


55 Raſſelas, who was pleaſed with every 


kind of knowledge, imagining that the 


time would come when all his acqui - 


ſitions ſnould be of uſe to him in the 
open world. He came one day to amuſe 


himſelf i in bs; uſual manner, and. found 
the maſter buſy in building a failing . 
chariot: he ſaw that the deſign was 
practicable upon a level ſurface, and 
with expreſſions of great eſteem folicined | 
its completion. The work man . 
pleaſed to find himſelf. * much 5 


E „ D 2 een 


„ 
. 
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2462 by the” prince, and 3 
to gain yet higher h 0; 
faid he, . part 
of what the mechanick ſciences can 
perform. I haveſbeen long of opinion, 
that, inſtead of the tardy conveyance of 
ſhips and chariots, man might uſe the 
ſwifter migration of wings; that the 
and that only ignorance and idleneſs 
8 on the ground.“ 
This hint rekindled the nel 
gere of paſſing the mountains; having 
der wbt che echenilt ball Mready 
performed, he was willing to fancy that 
ne could do more; yet reſolved to en- 
- quire further before he ſuffered hope to 
Afflict him by diſappointment. «Tam 
Afraid, faid he to the artiſt, that your 
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_ and that you Row tell me rather what 


you wiſh than what you know. Eyery 
animal has his clement aſſigned him; 
the birds have the air, and man and 
beaſts the earth.” 80, replied the 
mechaniſt, fiſhes hand the water, in 
which yet beaſts can ſwim by nature, 
and men by art, He that can ſwim 
needs not deſpair to fly: to ſyim is to 9 
fly in a groſſer fluid, and to fly 18 to | 
ſwim i in a ſubtler. We are only to pro. 
Portion our power of reſiſtance to the : 
different denſity of 8 5 
which we are to paſs. 10 


eeſlarily upborn by the air, if you can bs ; 


renew any impulſe upon it, faſter than 
5 the air can recede from the prefſure.” 8 
e gut the exerciſe of ſwimming, fag | 

the Rr is WT. mY 5 1 f 
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: 5 the act of flying will be yet n 
violent, and wings will be of no great 
| uſe, unleſs we can i fly furcher that we 


can ſwim.” | * 
; 125 The labour of riſing from the 
ground, faid the artiſt, will be great, as 
we ſee ; it in the heavier domeſtick fowls; 
but, as we mount higher, the earth's 
attraction, and the body 8 gravity, will 

be gradually diminiſhed, till we ſhall 
| arrive at a region where the man will 

8 float i in the air without any tendency to 
fall: no care will then be neceſſary, but 


to move forwards, which the gentleſt 
impulſe will effect. Tou, Sir, whoſe 


8 curioſity 1 is ſo extenſive, will eaſily con- 


cave with what pleaſure a philoſopher, 
| furniſhed with wings, and hovering in 2 
tte {ky, would ſee the earth, and all i 


| Inhabitants, rolling beneath him, and 


XX 138 Hart, 4 pre: 
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| 333 to him ſucceſſively, 15 its 
diurnal motion, all the countries within 


the ſame parallel. How muſt it amuſe | 


the pendent ſpectator to ſee the moving 
ſcene of land and ocean, cities and 
| deſarts! To , with equal ſecurity 
the marts of trade, and the fields of 


battle; mountains infeſted by barba- 


rians, and fruitful regions gladdened by 
plenty, and lulled by peace! How 


eaſily ſhall we then trace the Nile 422 


through all his paſſage; paſs over PR. 
diſtant regions, and examine the face of 


nature from one n * che earth As 


to the other 1 ?! ES 7 


„All this, ſaid the prince, is ow” = 
to be deſired, but I am afraid that no 
man will be able to breathe in 2 2 4 


regions of ſpeculation and tranquillity. 


1 have been dada that eee is a. . 
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1-98 upon lofty mountains, yet from 
_ theſe precipices, though ſo high as to 
Produce great tenuity of air, it is very 
,caly to fall: therefore I ſuſpect, that 
from any height, where life can be ſup- 
Ported, there __ be danger of too 
quick deſcent.” -* 
Nothing, has the ut wi 
ever be attempted, if all poſſible objec- 
tions muſt be firſt overcome. If you 
will favour my project I will try the 
Frrſt flight at my own hazard. I have 
conſidered the ſtructure of all volant 
animals, and find the folding e — | 
of the bat's wings moſt eaſily accommo- 
dated to the human form. Upon this | 
model I ſhall begin my taſk to-morrow, 
and in a year expect to tower into the 
air ns the malice and purſuit of 
But I will — only on this 
FO con. 
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me. in make winger: for en bat our. 
ſelves.” / +: Yay 
Fee” Why, aid Rafielat; wa 1 
envy others ſo great an advantage 7 All 
{kill ought to be exerted” for univerſal 
vided, and. ought to repay the ki nend 
that he has received,” 


If men were all virtuous, aa | 


the artiſt, I ſhould with great alacrity 1 
teach them all to fly. But what wouldhs 


the ſecurity of the good, if the bad © 


could at pleafure invade them from tbbe 


ſky 12 Againſt an army failing- through 
the clouds neither walls, nor mountains 


nor ſeas, could afford any ſecurity. | 'A 


ane wind, and light at once with irre- 
: Giſtible = 


* 44 — 
v5, * 
3 4 


fight of northern ſavages might hover I : 
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Mike -viclence upon the capital 86 a 
fruitful region that was rolling under 
them. Even this valley, the retreat of 
Princes, the abode of happineſs, might 
| te. violated by the ſudden deſcent, of 
ſome of the naked nations that ſwarm 
on the coaſt of the ſouthern ſea.” . 


. The prince promiſed ſecrecy, and 
VuMnited for the performance, not wholly 
hopeleſs of ſucceſs. ' He viſited the 
work from time to time, obſerved its 
pProgreſs, and remarked many ingenious 
= cContrivances to facilitate motion, and 
unte levity with ſtrength. The artiſt 
was every; day more certain that he 
mould leave vultures and eagles behind 
him, and the contagion * his confidence 

| s eized upon the prince. et 
In a year the wings were fniſhed; wi, 
OY" a morning appointed, the maker ap- 


peared 3 
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peared furniſhed for flight on a little 
promontory : he waved. his pinions a 
while to gather air, then leaped from 
his ſtand, and in an inſtant dropped into 


the lake, His wings, which were of no 


uſe i in the air, ſuſtained him in the water, 


and the prince drew him to land, half 


| dead with's terror and vexation, 


; C H AP. VII. 


kur PRINCE FINDS 4 MAN OF 
LEARNING. : | 

\HE prince was not much afflicted 
by this diſaſter, having ſuffered 
himſelf to hope for a happier event, 
only becauſe he had no other means of 
eſcape in view. He ſtill perſiſted in 
his deſign to leave the happy valley by 
the firſt opportunity. 


His imagination was now at a ſtand; 
he had no proſpect of entering into the 
world; and, notwithſtanding all his en- * 
deavours to ſupport himſelf, diſcontent 
by degrees preyed upon him, and he be ⸗ 
gan again to loſe his thoughts! in ſadneſs, 
when the rainy ſeaſon, which in theſe 
EN | countries. 


countries is periodical, made it incon- 
venient to wander in the woods. 
The rain continued longer and with 
more violence than had been ever 
known: the clouds broke on the ſor- 
founding mountains, and the torrents 
ſtreamed into the plain on every ſide, 
till the cavern was too narrow to dif- 
charge the water. The lake overflowe 
its banks, and all the level of the valley 
was covered with the inundation. The 
eminence, on which the palace was 


built, and ſome other ſpots of rifing 
ground, were all that the eye could now 


Ae The herds and flocks left the _ 4 | 


aſtures, and both the wild beaſts-and 
the tame retreated to the mountains. 
This inundation confined all the prin- 
ves to domeſtick amuſements, and the 
attention of Raſſelas was particular 
8 e 


> aa 2 ee. 2 vs, 
6 RASSELAS,” 


2 8 : ſeized by a poem, which I las n 


upon the various conditions of huma- 
nity. He commanded the poet to at- 
tend him in his apartment, and recite 
his verſes a ſecond time; then entering 
into familiar talk, he thought himſelf 
happy in having found a man who 
knew the world ſo well, and could ſo 
ſkilfully paint the ſcenes of life. He 
aſked a thouſand queſtions about things, 
to which, though common to all other 
mortals, his confinement from childhood 
had kept him a ſtranger. The Poet ; 
pitied his ignorance, and loved his cu- 
_ riofity, and entertained him from day 
to day with novelty and inſtruction, ſo 


that the prince regretted the neceſſity 
of ſleep, and longed till the n. 
ſhould renew his pleaſure. eee... 

As they were ſitting together, the 
prince commanded Imlac to relate his 
Fo 
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kiſfory, * to tell by what accident 1 
vas forced or by what motive induced, 


to cloſe his life in the happy valley. 


As he was going to begin his narrative, 
Raſſelas was called to a concert, and 


obliged to reſtrain his wia till the 
. 25 ins Ge e e 
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CHAP. vm. 
THE HISTORY or mura. | 


ſeaſon of diverſion and entertainment, 


and it was therefore midnight before 
the muſick ceaſed, and the princeſſes 


retired, Raſſelas then called for his 
companion and required him to begin 


Þ the ſtory of his life. 


« Sir, ſaid Imlac, my hiſtory will 


not be long: the life that is devoted to 


knowledge paſſes ſilently away, and is 
very little diverſified by events. To 
talk in publick, to think in ſolitude, to 
read and to hear, to inquire, and an- 
ſwer inquiries, is the buſineſs of a 
ſcholar. He wanders about the world 


3 5 — 


EE cloſe of the day is, in-theire- 
<>. .gions of the torrid zone, the only 


1 


PRINCE OF ABISSIN IA. 49 


without pomp or terrour, and i is neither 
known nor valued but by, men | like 
| himſelf.” e 
a] was born i in the ONE” of os 
ama, at no great diſtance from the foun- 
tain of the Nile. My father was a weal- 
thy merchant, who traded between the 
inland countries of Africk and the ports 
of the red ſea. He was honeſt, frugal 
and diligent, but of mean ſentiments, 
and narrow comprehen fion: he deſired 
only to be rich, and to conceal his 
riches, leſt he ſhould be ſpoiled by the a 
8 governours of the province.” 5 of 
ö « Surely, ſaid the prince, my fathe = 
muſt be negligent of his charge, if ae 5 5 | 
man in his dominions dares take that 
which belongs to another. Does he not 
know that kings are accountable for in- 


_—_ oF 1 as well as done? If 1 
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ſubjects ſhould be oppreſſed with im- 


punity. My blood boils when I. am 


told that a merchant durſt not enjoy 
his honeſt gains for fear of loſing them 
by the rapacity of power. Name the 
governour who robbed the people, that 
I may declare bis crimes to the em- 
dur.“ | 
« Sir, ſaid Imlac, your ada? is the 
natural effect of virtue animated by 

youth: the time will come when you 
will acquit your father, and perhaps hear | 
with leſs impatience of the goyernoyr. 
Oppreſſion is, in the Abiſſinian domi- 


nions, neither frequent nor tolerated ; 


but no form of government has been 
ret diſcovered, by which cruelty can he 


wholly prevented. Subordination ſup- 


* * - © - 


8 598 power on one part and ſudection | 


on 


* 
W 4 


; * 
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a hb and if dive e in ihe. 
hands of men, it will ſometimes be 
abuſed. The vigilance of the ſupreme 
magiſtrate may do much, but much 
will ill remain undone. He can never 
know all the crimes that are committed, 
and can ſeldom penith all that he 
knows.” 


40 This, ſaid the prince, I * not un- 
derſtand, but Thad rather hear thee than 
diſpute. Continue thy narration,” . 
« My father, proceeded Inmlacyne 0 Rl i 
nally intended that I ſhould have no 


other education, than ſuch as might 4 


qualify me for commerce; and diſcoyer- | 
ing in me great ſtrength of memory, 
and quickneſs of apprehenſion, -  often* 


declared his hope that I ſhould be ſame 
rune the richeſt man in Abiſflinia.* 


E..ͤͤ K a 


1 


1 ; _S 3 | 325 
| 5 | 3 1 f 


| 4 Why, ſaid the prince, did thy fa- 
ter deſire the increaſe of his wealth, 
when it was already greater than he durſt 
. diſcover or enjoy? I am unwilling to 
doubt thy veracity, yet. 2 
cannot both be true.“ 
V Inconſiſtencies, anſwered Imlac, 
cannot both be right, but, imputed to 
man, they may both be true. vet di- 
Verſiey is not inconſiſtency. My father 
might expect a time of greater ſecurity. 
= However, ſome deſire is neceſſary to 
= keep life in motion, and he, whoſe real 
wants are ſupplied, muſt admit thoſe of 
This, ſaid the prince, I can in ſome 
| e conceive. I * that I in- 


* 


JH terrupted thee.” 


. With this hope, proceeded TR 2 


| | s he ſent me to ſchool; but when I had 


once | 


4 + 2 
g Ly 
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once found the delight of knowliddhe; 7 
"_ felt the pleaſure of intelligence and 0 


++ thepride of invention, I began filently! to 


deſpiſe riches, and determined to dif- 
appoint the purpoſe of my father, whoſe 


groſſneſs of conception raiſed my pity. = 


I was twenty years old before his tender- 
neſs would expoſe me to the fatigue of 1 
travel, in which time I had been inſtrue- 

ted, by ſucceſſive maſters, i in all the lite 
rature of my native country. As every 


hour taught me ſomething new, 1 lyed 


in a continual courſe of gratifications 3 
but, as 1 advanced towards manhood, 0 
I loſt much of the reverence with which 3 b 
1 had been uſed to look on my inſtrue- 
tors; becauſe, when the leſſon Was 
ended, I did not fad. them : wiſer -or 
| better than common men 5 


E 3 3 KC 
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As length my facher reſolved toinis 


 - Lite n is emen and, prring be 
of bis ſubterrantan treaſuries, cduntad 


out ten thouſand, pieces of gold. This, 


Young man, ſaid he; is the ſtock with 
Which you muſt negotiate. I began. with 


leſs than the fifth part, and you ſee how 


a 7 a 


2 5 and parſimony have increaſed 


This is your, own to waſte or to 
pe” If you ſquander i it by negli- 
gence or caprice, you muſt wait for my 
death before you will be rich: if, in 
för years, yo double y your ſtock, we 
WII thenceforward let ſubordination 
eaſe, and live together as friends and 


partivers; for he ſhall always be equi 


with me, who iv equillly © ſkilled in . 

__ growing tich. e e Zh 
We laid our money upon camel. 
concealed in bales ad cheap goods, and 


DG, os Afrdghvra. 5 5 


oy to the more of the red «i pe 
When I caſt my eye on the expanſe of 
waters my heart bounded like that of 2 
priſoner eſcaped. 1 felt an unextin- 
guilkable coriofiry kindle in my mind, 
and reſolved: to ſnateli this opportunity 
of ſeeing the manners df other tations, 
and of Karij ing Kitnces udo in 
Abiſſinia. 0 

HOY . that my father 101 
obliged me to the improvement of my 


ſtock, not by a promiſe which I ought”. 1 


not to violate, but by a penalty which T 
was at liberty to incur; and therefore 
determined to gratify my predominant . 
deſite, and by drinking at the fountains 


of knowledge, to den the thirſt of - 


_ curioſity, 
« As I was fuppoſed to trade * 
connexion with my father, it was caſy . 
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jnaſter of a ſhix 
fo to ſome other country. 
tives of choice 
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wander ed, 
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1 mould ea coun 
not ſecn before. 1 therefore en-, 


tere a ſhip] bound 
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for Surat, having 1 
letter for my father declaring my in- 


— 


ef! 


Ge" with the 
P/ and procure a paſſage 
I had no mo- 
to regulate my voyage; 1 
ſufficient, for me that, w 
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world of waters, and loſt age 
of land, I looked round about me with 
pleaſing terrour, and thinking my ſoul 
4 enlarged by the boundleſs proſpect, ima - 
gined that I could Bare round for ever 
without ſatiety; but, in a ſhort time, 
grew weary of locking on barren unifor- 
mity, where I could only ſee again what, 
I had already ſeen. I then deſcended - 
into the ſhip, and doubted for a while 
whether all my future pleaſures would 
not end like this in diſguſt and diſap- „ 
Pointmegt. 1 ſurely, faid h the, 8 
ocean and the long, are. . different z $7 
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motion, but the earth has mountains 


and vallies, deſarts and cities: it is in- 
habited by men of different euſtoms 


and contrary opinions; and I may hope 


0 find variety in nie. choogh I ſhould 


| mis i it in nature. 
5 With it ichought Lied iy ind 


ſometimes by rr froth the failors 
the art of navigation, which f Rave ne⸗ 


ver practiſed, and ſometimes by forming 


ſchemes for my conduct in different fltu- 


ations, in not one of 1 k aye been 


41 4 £3 5 


ever Placed: 45 
I was almoſt weary ef my gaval 


muse 'ents when we landed ſafely at 


| 1 I ſecured my money, a W pa 
chalng ſome coinimodities for how, 

| joitſed myſelf to a caravatt thit was 
2 into the inlnd n My 


© Hy 
EN com- 
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DYES - 


ations; for ſonie reaſon or other; 
conjeſturing. that 1 was rich, and, by 

my inquiries and admiration, finding | 
that T was ignorant, confidered me as 4 
novice whom they had a right to chea * 
and who was to learn at the uſual ex- 
pence the art of fraud. They expoſed . 


me to the theft of ſervants, and the ex- 


action of officers, and ſaw te plunder- 

ed upon falſe pretenices, without any 
advantage to themſelves, but that of 
rejoicing in "wo Heyy of wa own 
i "6s ena dakar” jo 
hve ſuch depravity in man, as that he 
ſhould injure another without benefit | to 
himſelf ? I can eaſily conceive that alf 
ate pleaſed with ſuperiority ; but your 
ignorance was merely accidental, which, - 


being neither y ur eriene nor you Holly, 


! k 18 | | 
60 -++RASS ELAS, 171 


could afford them no reaſon to applaud 


themſelves; and the knowledge which 
they had, and which you wanted, they 


might as Fran bars Saen by warn; 


cate, it will pleaſe itſelf with very mean 


e Pride, ſaid 1 is 3 Ali. 


advantages; and envy feels not its own 
happineſs, but when it may be com- 


pared with the miſery of others. They 


were my enemies becauſe they grieved 
to think me rich, and my oppreſſors be- 


cauſe they delighted to find me weak. 


| Urs 
Valin 


. 03 


Proceed, ſaid the prince: I * 


s not of the facts which you relate, but 


imagine that you impute them: 10 om 
taken motives.” _ 

In this company, ad ng "AY 
"Hed at Agra, the capital of Indoſtan, 


thee city in which the great Mogul com- 
monly 
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monly reſides. I applied myſelf to the 


language of the country, and in a few © © 


months was able' to converſe with the 
learned men; ſome of whom I found 
moroſe and reſerved, and others eaſy 
and communicative; ſome were unwil- . 
ling to teach another what they had with 
difficulty learned themſelves ; and ſome 
ſhewed that the end of their ſtudies was 
to gain the dignity of inſtructing. 7 

* To the tutor of the young princes 
I recommended myſelf ſo much, that I 
was preſented : to the emperour as a man 
of uncommon kndwledge. The empe- 
rour aſked me many queſtions concern- 
ing my country and my travels; and 
though I cannot now recolle& any thing 
that he- uttered above the power of a+ 
common man, he diſmiſſed me aſtoniſned 
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at his wiſdom, and nn of his 
goedneſs. | - 
My credit was now wy highs tha 
the merchants, with whom I had travel. 
led, applied to me for recommendations 
to the ladies of the Court. I was fur- 
priſed at their confidence of ſolicitation, 
and gently reproached them with their 
practices an the road. They heard me 
with cold indifference, and ſhewed no. 
tokens of ſhame or ſorrow. 
e They then urged their requeſt with 
the offer of a bribe; but what I would - 
not do for kindneſs I would not do for 
money; and refuſed them, not becauſe 
they had injured me, but becauſeT would 
not enable them to injure others; for I 
knew they would have made uſe of my 


credit to cheat thoſe who ſhould ah 


4 their Wares. 
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Having reſided at Agra till there 

was no more to be learned, I travelled 
into Perſia, where I ſaw many remains 
. of ancient magnificence, and obſerved 


many new accommodations of life. The 


Perſians are a nation eminently ſocial, 
and their aſſemblies afforded me daily 
opportunities of remarking characters 
and manners, and of tracing human na- 
ture through all its variations. 
From Perſia I paſſed into 1 
where 1 ſaw a nation at once paſtoral 
and warlike; who live without any ſet- 
tled habitation; whoſe only wealth is 
their flocks and herds ; and who have 
yet carried on, through all ages, an 
hereditary war with all mankind, though 
they, neither coyet «cos nar envy der = : 
E ; Los a 7 
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CHAP. x. 


TMLAC 8 HISTORY CONTINUED. A Die- 
| 208, SERTATION VPON POETRY. 


Wang 1 went, 1 cond 
that Poetry was conſidered as the 

bigheſt learning, and regarded with a 
veneration ſomewhat approaching to 
that which man would pay to the An- 
gelick Nature. And yet it fills me 
with wonder, that, in almoſt all coun- 
tries, the moſt ancient poets are con- 
ſidered as the beſt : whether it be that 
every other kind of knowledge i is an ac- 
quiſition gradually attained, and poetry 
IS a gift conferred -at once; or that the 
firſt poetry of every nation ſurpriſed 
them as a novelty, and retained the 
credit by conſent which i it received by 
acci- 


# 
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Abt at elt: or whether, 4 the | 


province of poetry is to deſcribe Nature 
and Paſſion, which are always the fame, 


the firſt writers. took poſſeſſion of the 


moſt ſtriking objects for deſcription, and 
the moſt probable occurrences for fic- 2 


tion, and left nothing to thoſe that fol- 


lowed them, but tranſcrij ption of the 


ſame events, and new combinations of 


the ſame images. Whatever be the 


reaſon, it is commonly obſerved that 


the early writers are in poſſeſſion of na- 


ture, and their followers of art: that 


4 N 
bs J 
* 4 - 
* : E. 
8 b 4 
e * * 
9 N n 1 8 1 


the firſt excel in ſtrength and i invention, ; 4.4 EY 4 | 
and the latter in elegance and re- = 


finement. 


e was deſirous to add my 2 5 — 
this illuſtrious fraternity. + read all the -M 
poets of Perſia and Arabia, and was able 5 22 
| ts repeat * memory the volumes that 1 

vol. L F . 4 
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are. cafpengad in the moſque of Mee 3. 
But L ſoon found that no man was ever. 
great by imitation. My deſire of excel- 
lence impelled me to transfer my atten- 
tion to nature and to life. Nature was, 
to be my ſubject, and men tg be my 
auditors: could never deſcribe what . 
had not ſeen: : I could not hope to moye 
| thoſe with delight, Ir terrour, whoſe i inte- 
reſts and opinions I did not underſtand, 
Ef, ® Being now reſolved to be a poet, I 
| faw every thing with a new purpoſe: 
my ſphere of attention was ſuddenly 


FI magnified: no kind of knowledge was 


1 * 


do be overlooked. I ranged mountains 


and deſarts for! images and reſemblances, 
and pictured upon my mind every tree 


„ + ce 


of the foreſt and flower of the valley. 


I obſerved with equal care the crags of 
the rock and che N Kt the palace. 
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Sometimes I wandered along the mazes | 
of the rivulet, and ſometimes arched 
the changes of the ſummer clouds. To 
a poet nothing can be uſeleſs. What⸗ 
ever is beautiful, and whatever i is dread- 
ful, muſt be familiar to his i imagination: 
he muſt be converſant with all that is 
awfully vaſt or elegantly little. The 
plants of the garden, the animals of the 
wood, the minerals of the earth, and 
meteors of the ſky, muſt all concur to 

| ſtore his mind with inexhauſtible ya- 


riety : for every idea is uſeful for the in- 


forcement or decoration of moral or te- 
ligious truth: and he, who knows malt, 


ſcenes, and of gratifying his . with 
remote alluſions and e in- 
, firyRtion.  . 

All the appearances of natyre I was 


therefore careful to ſtudy, and every, 
| F2 counties 
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country which I have ſurveyed has con- 
- tributed ſomething to my poetical 
In ſo wide a ſurvey, ſaid the prince, 
you muſt ſi rely have left much unob- 
ſerved. I have lived, till now, within 
the circuit of theſe mountains, and yet 
cannot walk abroad without the ſight of 
ſomething which I had never beheld be- 
5 or never heeded.” “ 5 
The buſineſs of a poet, ſaid han 
is to examine, not the individual, but 
tte f. pecies; to remark general proper- 
ties and large appearances; he does not 
number the ſtreaks of the tulip, or de- 
ſeribe the different ſhades in the verdure 
of the foreſt. He is to exhibit in his 
portraits of nature ſuch prominent and 
ſtriking features, as recal the original to 
ny =; ; and "muſt" neglect the 
- minuter 
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| minuter diſcriminations, which one may 
have remarked, and another have neg- 
lected, for thoſe characteriſticks which 
are alike obvious 5 nn and care- 
leſneſs. * 
But the knowladh of. nature e is $ 
only half the taſk of a poet; he muſt 
be acquainted likewiſe with all the 
modes of life. His character requires Arm 
that he eſtimate the happineſs and mi- 
ſery of every condition ; obſerve , thi 
power of all the paſſions in 2 | their 
combinations, and trace the changes of _ 
the human. mind as they are modified 
by various inſtitutions and accidental 3 
influences of climate or cuſtom, from 
the ſpritelineſs of infancy to the deſpon- oy. 
dence of decrepitude. He muſt diveſt 
himſelf of the prejudices of his age or 


Gy . he muſt con ſider right and 


** 
1 


Elen 15 


Witte in thelf abſtracbetl and invaridble 
ate: he muſt diſregard preſent laws 
and bpinions, and riſe to general and 
. tranſcendental truths, which will a ways 
be the ſame; he mult therefore content 
bimſelf with the Now progreſs of his 
name; contemn the applauſe of his own 
time, and commit his claims to the 


juſtice of poſterity. He muſt write as 
the i interpreter of nature, and the le- 
gifiatoniof i mäankind, and conſider him 


#elf as prefiditg over r the thoughts and 


* 4 73 S045 fe 


manners of fuß re 
being {uperiot to t time and Fa. | 

« His labour 1 is not yet at an end: he 
muſt know many languages and many 
ſciences; and, that his ſtile 1 may be wor- 
thy of his thoughts, muſt by incelfant 


practice. familiarize to himſelf OI 4 
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| Ac“ 5 NARRATIVE CONTINUED. A 
HINT ON PLGGRIMAGE.. 


TMLAC now felt he entb UE fit, 


and was procttding to aggrandize Hs 
own profeſſion, when the prince cried _ 
out, Enough! Thou haſt convinced 
me, that no human being can ever be 
a poet. Proceed with thy narration?” C 3 
To be a poet, ſaid Imlac, i is Fr 
very difficult.” [uh So difficult, 1 returned 
the prince, that I will a at preſent hear no 
more of His labours. Tell! me whither 
you went when you had ſeen Perfia” 2 
From Perſia, ſaid the poet, 1 tra- 1 
velled through Syria, and for three years | 
reſided ! in Paleſtine, where I converſed 4 


| AAA re . ** 4 g . 


weſtern nations of Europe; the nations 
which are now in poſſeſſion of all power 
and all knowledge; whoſe armies are ir- 
reſiſtible, and whoſe fleets command the 
remoteſt parts of the globe. When 1 
compared theſe men with the natives of 
our own kingdom, and thoſe that ſur- 

round us, they appeared almoſt another 
order of beings. In their countries it is 
difficult to wiſh for any-thing that may 
not be obtained: a thouſand arts, of 
which we never heard, are continually 


1 Jabourin ig for their convenience and plea- 


* ſure; z and. whatever their own climate 
has. ond them is n 4 their : 


x ; £ 


0 « By as means, - Gig the prince, are 

| = : the Europeans thus powerful? or why, 
* 3 they can ſo eaſily viſit Aſia and 

eee t g 
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Aſiaticks and Africans invade their 
coaſts, plant colonies in their ports, and 


ö ſame 10 chat carries them back would "4 0 


ds They are more . Sir thin 


ve, anſwered Imlac, becauſe they are 


wiſer; knowledge will always predomi- 


knowledge is more than ours, I know 


not what reaſon can be given, but the un- 


ſearchable will of the Supreme Being.” 
When, ſaid the prince with a ſigh, 
ſhall 1 be able to viſit Paleſtine, an 


mingle with this mighty confluence of | 
nations? Till that happy moment ſhall 
arrive, let me fill up the time with 2 


repreſentations as thou canſt give me. 
I am not ignorant of che motive that / 


r 
2 
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and cannot but conſider it as the center 
of wiſdom and piety, to which the beſt 
and wiſeſt men of l land muſt be 
continually reſorting - 
There are fome nations, faid Imlac, 
that ſend few viſitants to Paleſtine; for 
many numerous and learned ſects in 
Europe, concur to cenſure Pilgrimage 
as ſuperſtitious, or deride it as ridi- 
.. 6 

<< You know, fag the aptites; how 
Mile my life has made me atquainted 
wich diverſity of opinions: it will be too 
Jong to hear the arguments on both 
ſides; you, that have c6nfidered them, 
tell me the reſult.” . Te 


Ad Pilgrimage; ſaid Imlac, like many 


dvther acts of piety, may bes renſbnable 


or ſuperſtition according to the Prin- 
2 | _ © eiples 


aſſembles ſuch numbers in that place, 
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ciples upon which it is performed. Long 
journies i in ſearch of truth ate not com- 
manded. Truth, ſuch as is neteſfaty to 
the regulation of life, is always foung 
where? it is bee fought. Dogs. 0 
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of piety, for it inevitably produces af 
ſipation of mind. Yet, ſinee mai 80 
every day to view the fields where great 
actions have been performed, and return 
with ſtronger impreſſions of the event, 
curioſity of the ſame kind may naturally 
diſpoſe us to view thit coutitry whence 


our teligion had its beginning and t 
believe no man ſurveys thoſe awful ſcenes 


without ſome confirmation of holy reſo- 
lutions. That the Supreme Being maß 
be more eaſily propitiated in one place 


than in another, is the dream of ide 


wee but that ſome places max 
operate 
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operate upon our own minds in an un- 


common manner, is an opinion which 


hourly experience will juſtify. He who 


* 


ſuppoſes that his vices may be more ſuc- 
beſsfully combated in Pale tin 
perhaps, find himſelf miſtaken, yet he 
may go thither without folly : he who 


Will, 


thinks they will be more freely par- 
doned, diſhonours at once his reaſon 
and religion.” ey | 
FTheſe, ſaid the prince, are — 4a 
pean diſtinctions. I will conſider them 
another time. What have you found to 


be the effect of knowledge ? Are thoſe 
nations happier than we?“ 


There is ſo much Alien ſaid the 


; poet, in the world, that ſcarce any man 
has leiſure from his own diſtreſſes to eſti- 


mate the comparative ' happineſs of 
others 


. 


+ 
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- " Knowledge i Is coronal one of 
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the means of pleaſure, as is confeſſed 57. 


the natural deſire which every mind 
feels of increaſing 1 its ideas. Ignorance 8 
is mere privation, by which nothing can 
be produced: it is a VICURS in which 
the ſoul ſits morionleſs, and L pid for 
want of attraction an 1 vith 
ing why, we always Fejoice when we 
learn, and grieve when we forget. Iam 
therefore inclined to conclude, that, if 
nothing counteradts the natural conſe- 
quence of- earning, we grow more 
happy as our minds take a wider 7 range. 


at know- 


«© In enumerating the particular com- f 
forts of life we ſhall find many advan- 
tages on the ſide of the Europeans. bis 
They cure wounds and diſeaſes with ; 
which -we languiſh. and periſh, We 
ſuffer inclemencies of weather which 


„ 


mM RASSELAS, 


they can obviate. They have engines 
for the diſpatch of many laborious 
works, which we muſt perform by ma- 
nual induſtry. There is ſuch commu- 
nication between diſtant places, that 
one friend can hardly be ſaid to be ab- 
ſent fro; mother. Their policy re- 
moves all publick i inconveniences : they 
have roads cut throught their mountains, 
and bridges laid upon their rivers. 
And, if we deſcend to the privacies of 
life, their habitations are more commo- 


dious, and their poſſeſſions are more 
ſecure.” : 

They are ſurely happy, ſaid the 
prince, who have all theſe convenien- 
cies, of which I envy none ſo much as 
the facility with which ſeparated friends 
interchange their thoughts... , 
1 85 2 W The. 


* 
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« The Europeans, anſwered Imlac, 
are leſs unhappy than we, but they are 


not happy Human life is every where we. 
a ſtate in which much is to be endured, ; 
| and little to be e 1 
CHAP. 
. 
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"CHAP. xu. 


IRE STORY OF IMLAC CONTINUED. 


3 1 AM not yet willing, ſaid the prince, 
to ſuppoſe that happineſs is ſo par- 


y _» fimoniouſly diſtributed to mortals ; nor 


can believe but that, if I had the choice 
of life, I ſhould be able to fill every day 
with pleaſure, I would injure no man, 


© | and ſhould provoke no reſentment : I 


would relieve every diſtreſs, and ſhould 
enjoy the benedictions of gratitude, I 
would chuſe my friends among the wiſe, 
and my wife among the virtuous; and 
therefore ſhould be in no danger from 


- treachery, or unkindneſs. My children 


| ſhould, by my care, be learned and pious, 
and would repay to my age what their 
childhood had received. What would 


dare 
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dare to moleſt him who might call on 
every fide to thouſands” enriched by 
his bounty, or aſſiſted by his power? 
And why ſhould not life glide quietly 
away in the ſoft reciprocation of pro- | 
tection and reverence ? All this may be n 

done without the help of European re- 
finements, which appear by their effects 
to be rather ſpecious than uſeful. Let 
us leave them and perſue c our journey.“ . 


<« From Paleſtine, ſaid Imlac, I paſſed 
through many regions of Aſia; in the 
more civilized kingdoms as a trader, and 
among the Barbarians of the mountains 
as à pilgrim. At laſt I began to long 
for my native country, that I might re- 
poſe after my travels, and fatigues, in the 
places where I had ſpent my earlieſt 
years, and gladden my old companions 
with the recital of my adventures. Often 

VOL. I. E77 


— 
2 . evening, wondering at my tales, and 


3  RASSELAS, 


did I figure to myſelf thoſe with whom 
I had ſported away the gay hours of 
_ dawning life, ſitting round me in its 


| liſtening to my counſels. | 1 
When this thought had taken vol: 
ſeflion of my mind, I conſidered every 

moment as waſted which did not bring 

me nearer to Abiſſinia. I haſtened into 
| Egypt, and, notwithſtanding my impa- 
tience, was detained ten months i in the 
| contemplation of its ancient magnifi- 


|  _ cence,and in enquiries after the remains 


of its ancient learning. I found in 
Cairo a mixture of all nations; ſome 
5 drought thither by the love of know- 
ledge, ſome by the hope of gain, and 
many by the deſire of living after their 
own manner without obſervation; and of 
| hin hid in the obſcurity of multi- 
8 *: 


9 
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 tuides : for; in a City, populous x5 Clits;' | 
it is poſſible to obtain at the ſame time 
the gratifications of er e and "HEY : 


phe 2 ſolitude, 


from which I had departed twenty years 


before. Here I joined myſelf to a catu- 
van and re-entered my native country. 

I now expected the careſſes of my 3 1 
kinſmen; and the congratulations of m 3 | 

friends; and was not without hope that 
my father; whatever value he had ſet. 
upon riches, would own with gladneſs 
and pride a ſon who was able to add to 
the felicity and honouf of the nation. 
But I was foon convinced that my 


My father had i 


Te vain. 


thoughts v 


mo dead fourteen years, having di- = 
TR.” vided 5 


Set, 


8 on the Red & pulling: 
along the coaſt till I arrived at the port 


© 


1 RASSELAS; 


& 4 


vided his * among my brolbeis, 


who were removed to ſome other pro- 


vinces. Of my companions the greater 
part was in the grave, of the reſt ſome. 

could with difficulty remember me, and 
ſome conſidered me as one corrupted 
by foreign manners. | 
A man uſed to viciſſitudes is not 
eaſily dejected. I forgot, after a time, 
my diſappointment, and endeavoured 


to recommend myſelf to the nobles of 


the kingdom: they admitted me to their 


Z 2 tables, heard my ſtory, and diſmiſſed 
4 4 | me. 1 opened a ſchool, and was pro- 
|  hibited to teach. I then reſolved to fit 


down in the” quiet of domeſtick life, 
and addreſſed a lady that was fond of 
my converſation, but rejected my ſuit, 
becauſe my father was a merchant. _ 

SY « Weatied 
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5 Wearied at laſt with ſolicitation ana 
repulſes, I reſolved to hide myſelf for 
ever from the world, and depend no 
longer on the opinion or caprice of 
others. I waited for the time when 
the gate of the happy valley ſnould open 
that I might bid farewell to hope and 
fear: the day came; my performance 
was diſtinguiſhed with favour, and 1 
reſigned myſelf with Joy to perpetual | 
confinement.” 

* Haſt thou here found n 8 


laſt! ? ſaid Raſſelas. Tell we without 
reſerve ; art thou content · with thy con- 


dition; 3 or, doſt thou wiſh to be again 
wandering and inquiring? All the in- 
habitants of this valley celebrate their 
lot, and, at the annual viſit of the em- "YN 
perour, invite others to partake af their 5M 
. 3 


b 
* 2 
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„ Grea prince, faid Imlac 1 ſhall 
ſpeak the truth : I know not one of all 


FPõur atiendants who does not lament the 


bout when he entered this retreat. 1 

am Jeſs unhappy than the reſt, becauſe 
I haye a mind replete with images, 
Which I can vary and combine at plea- 
ſure. I can amuſe my ſolitude by the 
| Tchovation of the knowledge which be- 
_ [gins to fade from my memory, and by 
recollection of the accidents of my paſt 
| Hife. Yet all this ends in the forrowful. 
conſideration, that my acquirements ate 
now uſeleſs, and that none of my plea- 
ſures can be again enjoyed. The reſt, 
whoſe minds haye no impreſſion but of 
the preſent moment, are either corroded 
by malignant paſſions, or ſit ſupid in 
A n of N vacancy.” “ 
8 6 +3 What 
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What paſſions can infeſt thoſe, aid . 


the prince, who have no rivals? We are 
in a place where impotence precludes 
malice, and where all envy is repreſſed | 


by community of enjoyments,” A tee 


There may be commun unity, ſaid Im- | 
lac, of material poſſeſſions, but there can 
never be community of love or of » 
eſteem. It muſt happen that one will 
pleaſe more than another; he that 
knows himſelf deſpiſed will always be 
enyious ; and ſtill more envious and ma- 


levolent, if he is condemned to live in © 


the of thoſe who deſpiſe him. 


The invitations, by which they allure | 
others to a ſtate which they feel to be 


wretched, proceed from the natural ma- [ 
lignity of hopeleſs miſery. They are 


weary of themſelves, and of each other, 


IT relief in new com- 
8 1 r _ 


6 
1 
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panions. They envy the liberty which 


their folly has forfeited, and would 
gladly ſee all mankind imprioned like 


themſelves. 8 
From this crime, , however, I am 
wholly free. No man can fay that he 


is wretched by my perſuaſion. I look 
with pity on the crowds who are annu- 


ally ſoliciting admiſſion to. captivity, 
and wiſh that it were lawful for me to 
warn them of their danger.” ey 8 

My dear Imlac, ſaid the prince, I 
will open to thee my whole heart. I. 
have long meditated an eſcape from the 
happy valley. I have examined the 
mountains on every ſide, but find myſelt 
inſuperably barred : teach me the way 


to break my priſon ; thou ſhalt be the 


companion, of my flight, the guide of 


| my Females. the Partner of my fortune, | 


and 


— 
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and my ſole director in _ chrice & F 
life.“ r 25 121 
* Sir, anſwered the poet, You! cleaps 
will be difficult, and, perhaps, you may 
ſoon repent your curioſity. The world, 
which you figure to yourſelf ſmooth and 
quiet as the lake in the valley, you will 
find a ſea foaming with tempeſts, and, 
boiling with whirlpools: you will be 
ſometimes overwhelmed by the waves of 
violence, and ſometimes daſhed againſt- 
the rocks of treachery. Amidſt wrongs 
and frauds, competitions and anxieties, 
you will wiſh a thouſand times for theſe” | 
ſeats of quiet, and willingly quit hope to 
be free from fear.” * 
Do not ſeek to deter me from my 
purpoſe, ſaid the prince: I am impatient 
to ſee what thou haſt ſeen; and, fince 


thou art thyſelf Weary of the valley, it 
| is 


go RASSELAS, 


is evident, that thy former ſtate was 
better than this. Whatever be the con- 

lequence of my experiment, I am re- 
ſolved to judge with mine own eyes of 
| the various conditions of men, and then 
to make deliberately my choice of life.” 
* I am afraid, ſaid Imlac, you are 
| hindered by ſtranger reſtraints than my 
perſ uaſions; yet, if your determination 
is fixed, I do not counſel you to deſpair, 
Few things are impoſſible to diligence 
and kill.“ 


C HAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. e 


| PISCOYERS THE MEANS or 
ESCAPE. 


RASSELAS 


'. 


Tus ae now diſmiſſed his . 
vourite to reſt, but the narrative 
of wonders and novelties filled his mind 
with perturbation. He revolved all 
that he had heard, and prepared innu- 
merable queſtions for the morning. F 
Much of his uneaſineſs was now re- 
moved. He had a friend to whom he 
could impart his thoughts, and 'whoſe 
experience could aſſiſt him in his deſigns. 
His heart was no longer condemned to 
ſwell with ſilent vexation. He thought . 
that even the happy valley might be en- 
dured with ſuch a companion, and that i 
they could range the world together, 
| | : i 
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he ſhould have Ky further to 
deſire. + | 


Ina few days the water was diſcharged, 


Imlac then walked out together to con- 
verſe without the notice of the reſt, The 
prince, whoſe thoughts were always on 
the wing, as he paſſed by the gate, ſaid, 
with a countenance of ſorrow, * Why 


art thou ſo ſtrong, and why is is man ſo 


weak.“ 
Man is not weak, anfuicted * com- 
| Pe knowledge is more than equi- 
I valent to force. The maſter of mecha- 
nicks laughs at ſtrength. I can burſt 


the gate, but cannot do it ſecretly. 
Some other expedient muſt be tried.” 


As they were walking on the ſide of 


| the mountain, they obſerved that the 
conies, which the rain had driven from 


and the ground dried. The prince and 


Nr 2. 
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their burrows, had taken ſhelter among 
the buſhes, and formed holes behind 
them, tending upwards in an oblique 
line. Ir has been the opinion of an- 


# tiquity, ſaid Imlac, that human reaſon 


borrowed many arts from the inſtinct of 
animals; let us, therefore, not thin 
ourſelves degraded by learning from the 
coney. We may eſcape by piercing the 
mountain in the ſame direction. We 
will begin where the ſummit hangs 
over the middle part, and labour up- 
ward till we ſhall iſſue out beyond the 
prominence.” _ | 
The eyes of the prince, when he 


heard this propoſal, ſparkled with-joys 


The execution was eaſy, and the ſucceſs ; 
certain. | þ 


ed early i in the morning to chuſe a a place) 


No time was now loſt. They baſtend i 
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proper for their mine. They clath: 
bered with great fatigue among crags 
and brambles, and returned without 
having diſcovered any part that favour- 
ed their deſign. The ſecond and the 

third day were ſpent in the ſame manner, 
and with the ſame fruſtration. But, on 
the fourth, they found a ſmall cavern, 
concealed by a thicker, where they re- 
ſolved to make their experiment. 

| Imlac procured inſtruments pfoper to 
hew ſtone and remove earth, and they 
fell to their work on the next day witli 
more eagerneſs than vigour. They were 
preſently exhauſted by their efforts, and 
ſat down to pant upon the graſs. The 
prince, for a moment, appeared to be 
diſcouraged. Sir, ſaid his companion, 
f practice will enable us to continue our la- 
bour for a longer time; mark; however, 


how far we have advanced, and you will 
find that our toil will ſome time have an 
end. Great works are performed, not 
by ſtrength, but perſeverance: yonder 
palace was raiſed by ſingle ſtones, yet 
you'ſee its height and ſpaciouſneſs, He 
that ſhall walk with vigour three hours a 
day will paſs in ſeven years a ſpace equal 
the circumference of the globe.“ 
They returned to their work day 
after day, and, in a ſhort time, found a 
fiſſure in the rock, which enabled them 
to paſs far with very little obſtruction. 
This Raſſelas conſidered as a good omen. 
© Do not diſturb your mind, {aid Imlac, 
with other hopes or fears than reaſon 
may ſuggeſt: if you are pleaſed with 
prognoſticks of good, you will be terri- 
fied likewiſe with tokens of evil, and 
your whole life will 15 a prey to _ = 
feirte = "I | 
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ſtition. Whatever facilitates our work 


is more than an omen, it is a cauſe of 
ſucceſs. This is one of thoſe pleaſing 
ſurpriſes which often happen to active 


reſolution. Many things difficult to de- 
ſign prove eaſy to performance.“ 
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RASSELAS AND IMLAC RECEIVE AN, I Nez -. 


EXPECTED VISIT. 


Tur had now wrought. their 
new way 0 the middle, and ſolaced 
their toil with the approach of liberty, 
when the prince, coming down to re- 
freſh himſelf with air, found his ſiſter 
Nekayah ſtanding before the mouth of 

the cavity. He ſtarted and ſtood con- 
fuſed, afraid to tell his deſign, and yet 
hopeleſs to conceal it. A few moments 
determined him to repoſe on her fidelity, 

and ſecure her ſecrecy gd a declaration 
without reſerve. 
Do not imagine, ſaid the princeſs, 

that I came hither as a ſpy: I had long | 
obſerved from my window, that you and = 
VOL. I. ä Imlac 


| 


' * 
_ 
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| his other ſiſters, had no inclinatior 
3 1 ms 
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Imlac directed your walk every day to- 
wards the ſame point, but I did not ſup- 


poſe you had any better reaſon for the 
preference than a cooler ſhade, or more 


fragrant bank ; nor followed you with 
any other deſign than to partake of your 


converſation. Since then not ſuſpicion 
but fondneſs has detected you, let me 
not loſe the advantage of my diſcovery. 
I am equally weary of confinement with 
yourſelf, and not leſs deſirous of know- 


ing what is done or ſuffered in the 


world. Permit me to fly with you from 
this taſteleſs tranquillity, which will yet 
grow more loathſome when you have 


left me. You may deny me to accom- 


pany =. but cannot hinder me from. 
followin ng.” 
The prince, who hd N ckayah 48 
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refuſe her requeſt, and grieved that he * 
had loſt an opportunity of ſhewing his 
confidence by a voluntary communica- 
tion. It was therefore agreed that he 
ſhould leave the valley with them; and 
chat, in the mean time, ſhe ſhould 
watch, leſt. any other ſtraggler ſhould, 
by chance. or curigfieys: follow. "Ir 50 
the mountain. 

At length their labour was at an end; 
they ſaw light beyond the prominence, 
and, iſſuing to the top of the mountain, 
beheld the Nile, yet a narrow current, 
wandering beneath them. : 

The prince looked round with rapture, 7} 
anticipated all the pleaſures of travel, 
and in thought was already tranſported 
beyond his father's dominions. . Imlac, 
though very joyful at his eſcape, had 
leſs expectation of pleaſure in the world, 

| H 2 7 | which E.-. 
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THE PRINCE, AND. PRINCESS LEAVE. THE 
VALLEY; AND, SBE MANY, WONDERS, 7 


HE prince and princeſs had jewels | 
-- ſufficient to make them rich when 

ever they came into a place of com- 
merce, which, by Imlac's direction, they 
hid in their cloaths, and, on the night 
of the next full moon, all left the valley. 
The princeſs was followed only . a 
ſingle favourite, who did not NO! 

whither ſhe was going. * 


They clambered through the cavity, F 5 


and began to go down on the other ſide. 7 


The princeſs and her maid turned their 


eyes towards every part, and, ſeeing — 1 


nothing to bound their proſpect, con- 3 J 
eck themſelves as in danger of being - 
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. - Joſt in a dreary vacuity. They ſtopped 
and trembled. T am; almoſt afraid, 
ſaid the princeſs, to begin a journey of 
which 1 cannot perceive an end, and to 
venture into this immenſe plain where I 
may be approached on every ſide by 
men hom I never faw.” The prince 
ſt fel nearly the ſame nerd Mong 


-Imlac ſmiled at their terrours, and 
enqouraged them to proceed; but the 
kinceſs continued irreſolute till ſhe had 
been imperceptibly drawn en too 
$ far to return. 3 
Ins the morning they found ſome thejs 
herds / in the field, who. ſet milk and 
fruits before them. The princeſs won- 
dered that the. did not ſee. a palace 
ready for her on, . 2 ae 
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| ſpread with delicacies; but, being Elle 1 
and hungry, ſhe drank the mill and eat 
the fruits, and thought them of a highen 
ee thin che eee eee \ | 


Fe { | 
| | | ; CEP a. 
They by eafy 


neys, being all mee to toil or 
— and n that though 


Ther dreſs was hach es wight 1 3 
* hem the ſuſpicion of having 5 | 
any thing to conceal, yet the prince; 
wherever he came, expected to be obey- 
the princeis was HY bes 
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did not proſtrate themſelves before by 
3 vas forced to obſerve them | 
great vigilance, leſt they ſhould bn 
their rank by their unuſual behaviour, 
nd detained them ſeveral weeks in the 
Soft: village to accuſtom them. to he 
1 A common mortals. Mer 
By e the royal ae were 
wache to underſtand that they had for a 
laid aſide their e and were 
to expect only ſuch regard as liberality 
and courteſy coul procure. And Imlac, 
having, by many admonitions, prepared | 
them to endure the tumults of a port, 
and the ruggedneſs of the nn 
- Traces * d down Cn ca- 
— * ok PRs: 8 whom 
every thing was new, were — 
3 at all Places, and therefore re- 
Eb 1 mained 
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mained for ſome months at the port 
without any ir 
Imlac was content with their ſtay, be- 
cauſe. he did not think i it fafe to expoſe | 
them, unpractiſed i in the world, to the 
hazards of a foreign country. 
At laſt he began to fear leſt "ih 
ſhould be diſcovered, and propoſed: to 
fix a day for their departure. They bad 
no pretenſions to judge for themſelves, 
and referred the whole ſcheme to his di- 
rection. He therefore took paſſage in E 
a ſhip to. Suez; and, when the time 
came, with great difficulty prevailed on 
the princeſs to enter the veſſel. They 
had a quick and proſperous voyage, and 
* en on — 8 _ to een 


elination to paſs further. 


1 


| Grand that we are rich; our reputation 
will procure us acceſs to all whom 
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rner ENTER, CAIRO, AND \ FIND VERY 


MAN HAPPY. | 


: 
bY * 


E en A pecdes ct hich 
filled the ſtrangers with aſtoniſh- 
ment, This, faid Imlac to the prince, 
* the place where travellers and mer- 
" chants aſſemble from all the corners of 
the earth. Tou will has fe men of 
ery character, and every occupation. 
Commerce is here honourable: I will 
act as a merchant, and you ſhall live as 
1 who have no other end of tra- 
loſit 3 it Will ſoon be ob- 


we ſhall defire to know; you will ſee 


all the conditions of humanity, and-en- 
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* of life. WT. 2 5 
They now entered the N 1 
ky the noiſe, and offended by the 1 
Inſtruction had not yet ſo prevailed over 
habit, but that they wondered to ſee 
themſelves paſs undiſtinguiſnhed along 
the ſtreet, and met by the loweſt of the 


people without reverence or notice. The 


princeſs .could not. at firſt . bear 


thought of being levelled with the vol, 7 2 


gar, and, for ſome days, continued i in 


her chamber, where ſhe was ſerved by 5 
ber favourite Pekuah as in n pany | a 1 


the valley. 


Imlac, who underſtood craffich] coll = 
part of the Jewels the- next day, Sos 4 : 8 c : 


hired a houſe, which he adorned W 

ſuch magnificen ce, that he was inmez 
dure) conſidered as a a merchant of greav | 
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| © and his gen made 


him courted by many dependants. His 


table was crowded by men of every 


nation, who all admired his knowledge, 
and ſolicited his favour. His compa- 
nions, not being able to mix in the con- 
verſation, could make no diſcovery of 
: their ignorance or ſurpriſe, and were 
8 dually initiated in_the world as "they 
gained Knowledge of the language. 8 


The prince had, by frequent lectures, 


been taught the uſe and nature of 


0 * 


money; but the ladies could not, for a 
long time, com prehend what the mer- 
chants did with ſmall pieces of gold and 
f . or why © things of. ſo little uſe. 


ſhould: be received as A arts Wade 


neceſſries of _ E . 


Ele | Ti 


: 5 
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They ſtudied the langu age two years, * 
while Imlac Was preparing to ſet before | 
them the various ranks. and conditions 
of mankind. He grew acquainted with 
all who had any thing uncommon in cheir 
fortune or conduct. He frequented the 
voluptuous and the frugal, the idle and 
the buſy, the merchants and . men 
of learning. 1 n 

The prince being now, * to c 


vere with fluency, and having learned: © 


the caution neceſſary to be obſerved in 
his intercourſe. with ſtrangers, began to 
accompany Imlac to places of reſort, and 
to enter into all aſſemblies, that he might? | 
make his choice of life. 0. 5 

For ſome time he tought choice: 5 


_ equally — Wherever he went he 
9 © Saery. and nn and heard the A 
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ſong of joy, or the laugh of 1 
een de deve that Wr weed 
overflowed with univerſal plenty, and 
that nochüntz v was withheld either from 
want or merit; th it every hand ſhower- 
_ ed liberality, and every heart melted 
vith benevolence: and who then, ſays 
he, will be ſuffered to be wretched ?” = 
Imlac permitted the pleaſing deluſion, 
and was unwilling to cruſh the hope of 
- inexperience; till one day, having fat a 
while ſilent, I know not, ſaid the 
prince, what can be the reaſon that I am 
more unhappy than any of our friends. 
L ſee them perpetually and unalterably 
chearful, but feel my own mind reſtleſs 
and uneaſy. I am unſatisfied with thoſe 
pleaſures which I ſeem moſt to court, 
Is of jollity, not ſo 


| myſelf, and am only loud and ei 
| conceal, my ſadneſs.” . #7 15465, Hud 


| paſſes in the minds of others: when you 


| believes it poſſeſſed by others, to keep 
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Every man, ſaid N mays by 
examining his own mind, gueſs what 


feel that your own gaiety is counterfeit, 
it may juſtly lead you to ſuſpect that of 


your. companions not to be ſincere, -— 
Envy is commonly reciprocal. Af 


long before we are. convinced 1 8 
pineſs is never to be found, and each 


alive the hope of obtaining it for himſelf. 
In the aſſembly, where you paſſed the 
laſt night, there appeared ſuch-ſpright« | 


lineſs of air, and volatility of fangs, 
as might have ſuited beings of an higher 
habit ſerener regions 


order, formed to ir 


inacceſſible to care or ſorrow: yet, be- 
lieve me, prince, there was not one -- e 
. _ 


5. Ss 
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did not dread thet noment-when litite . 
ſhould deliver him to the 1 i 
reflection.“ an 
This, ſaid the prince, may be true 
15 e ſince it is true of me; yet, 
| whatever be the general infelicity of 
man, one condition is more happy than 
another, and wiſdom ſurely directs us to 
BZ take the leaſt evil in the choice of life. 
The cauſes of good and evil, an- 
ſmered Imlac, are fo various and un- 
certain, ſo often entangled with each 
. other, ſo diverſified by various relations, 
1 and ſo much ſubject to accidents which 
” = cannot be foreſeen, that he who would 
l fx his condition upon inconteſtable 
reaſons of preference, muſt live and die 
inquiring and deliberating ... 
© - < Bur ſurely, ſaid Raſſelas, the wiſe 
men, to whom we liſten with reverence | 


i | 9 5 5 .  # 
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and wonder, choſe that mode of life for 


themſelves which - they- thought molt - 
likely to make them happy. 

27 Very, few, ſaid the poet, live * 
choice. Every man is placed in his Pre- 
ſent condition by caufes which ae 
withour lis forefight, and with which 
he did not always witfingly co-operate; 
and therefore you will rarely meet on 
who does not think ehe lot ae neig i 
bour better than bis own? | | 18 07 

E am pleaſe b PE 


prince, that my birth hus given m at 


* 


* 


leaſt one advantage over others, bye 


abling; me to determine for myſelil- 
have here the world before m I will 


review it at leiſure : ſurely: happineſsis 
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CHAP. , XVIL 


THE PRINCE ASSOCIATES WITH round 
MEN OF SPIRIT AND GAIETY. | 


S ASSELAS . next ** * re- 
> ſolved to begin his experiments 


upon life. < Youth, cried he, is the 
time of gladneſs : I will join myſelf to 


the young men, whoſe only. buſineſs 1 1s 
to gratify their deſires, and whoſe time 


is all ſpent in aſucceſſionof enjoyments.” 


Jo ſuch ſocieties he was readily ad- 
but a few days brought him 


| im and diſguſted. Their mirth 


: without images, their lat ghter 
without motive; their pleaſures were 


gtoſs and ſenſual, in which the mind 
had no part; their conduct was at once 
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and at law, but the frown peer E | 
ce: „ and me i 'of wiſdom N 


* NY 


* 
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The prince ſoon concluded, that he 
ſhould never be happy i in a courſe of 
life,” of which he was aſhamed: He 
weht it unſuitable to a reaſonable 
being to act without a Plan, and to be 
ſad or chearful only by chance. Hap- 
pun, faid he, muſt be ſomething ſolid: 
and permanent, without fear and with- 
out m uncertaintyr- 719/71 li Jo molt 
But his young companions lad gained 
ſo much of his regard by their frank. 
neſs and courteſy, that he could 1 not 
leave them without warning and re- 
monſtrance. 4. My friends, ſaid he, 1 
have ſeriouſly conſidered our manners > 
and our proſpetts, and find that we kan * 
miſtaken our o.]. intereſt.” Tae Mt - 
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BS of map. muſk make proyiian for. | 
the kal. He that ngver thinks neuer 
| can be wiſe. Perpetual levity muſt end 
ig ignorance; and intemperance,thaugh = 
ii may figs dhe ſpirits for an hour; wilh 
rake life ſhort or miſerable; Let d 
 conligen that youth. is of no long dura 
tign, and. that in maturer age, when the” 
enchantments of fancy {hall ceaſe, and 
backen 4 Sele ane 10 n 
the n Fe wiſe er ch e, 


of doing good. Let us, there 


x while: to ſtap is in our power > . 


ag men who are ſome tasse ie grom:old, 
and to whom it will. he the maſt dread- 
Bo ogg | qvilg (nor) to gount their paſt; 
Jad by, es Wee oh 


ths are which ox bo produc b 4 
They 
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upon another, and, at laft, drove him 
laughter. 


were juſt, and his intentions kind, was 
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They ſtared a while in ſilence one 
away by a general chorus of continued 


The confeivutiels that his ſenflinencs 


ſcarcely ſufficient to ſupport him againſt 
the horror of derifion; But he recovered 
his tranquillity; and perſued his ſearch. 
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C HAP. XVIII. 
THE PRINCE FINDS A WISE AND 


HAPPY MAN. 15 


8 he was one day anti in * 5 
ſtreet, he ſaw a ſpacious building 
which all were, by the open doors, in- 


vited to enter: he followed the ſtream 
of people, and found it a hall or ſchool | 


of declamation, in which profeſſors read 


lectures to their auditory. He fixed his 
eye upon a ſage raiſed above the reſt, 


who diſcourſed with great energy on 
the government of the paſſions. His 


+ look was venerable, his action graceful, 
his pronunciation clear, and his diction 


+ elegant. He ſhewed, with great ſtrength 


ES” of ſentiment, and variety of illuſtration, 


_ 


1 human nature is degraded and . 
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baſed, when the lower faculties predev: 
minate over the higher; that when 
fancy, the parent of paſſion, uſurps the 
dominion of the mind, nothing enſues 
but the natural effect of unlawful go- 
vernment, perturbation and confuſion; 
that ſhe betrays the fortreſſes of the in- 
tellect to rebels, and excites her children. 
to ſedition againſt reaſon their lawful 
ſovereign. He compared reaſon to the 
ſun, of which the light is conſtant, uni- 
form, and laſting ; and fancy to a me- 
teor, of bright but tranſitory luſtre, irre- 
gular in its motion, and deluſive in its 
¾„L˖ũᷣ . ˙ ²² A 1 
He then — the various 
precepts given from time to time for the: 
_ conqueſt of paſſion, and diſplayed the: 
- happineſs of thoſe who had obtained the 
n after which man . Ke 
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| tho Ge effec nor the fool 

of hape; is no more emaciated byenvy, 
dernefs, or depreſſed by grief; but 
walks on calmly through the tumults or 
privacics of life, as the ſun perſues alike | 
his eaurſe ee the cam or the 
ſtormy ſky. | 
1 1 many eee of * 
roes immoveable by pain or pleaſure, 
who looked with indifference on thoſe 
maedes or accidents to which the vulgar 
_ "exthavted: his hearers to lay aſide their 

prejudices, and arm themſelves againſt 
tus ſhafrs:of malice or misfortune, by 
- ee patience; concluding, that 
_ this: fate only was happineſs, and 
— eee in 2 one's 
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Reaſſelas liſtened to him with the vene- 
ration due to the inſtructions of a ſupe- 
riour being, and, waiting for him at the 
door, humbly implored the liberty of 
viſiting ſo great a maſter of true wiſdom. 

The lecturer heſitated a moment, when 
Raſſelas put a purſe of gold into his 
hand, which he received with a mixture 
of joy and wonder. 2 267 e 
I have found, ſaid the prince, at 
return to Imlac, a man who can teach 
all that is neceſſary to be known, who, 
from the unſhaken throne of rational for- 
titude, looks down on the ſcenes of life 2 
changing beneath him. He ſpeaks, and 1 
attention watches his lips. He reaſons, | 
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and conviRtion cloſes his periods. This'. _ 


man ſhall be my future guide : I will 
learn his — and imitate * 
le. = 5 +258] 


. c Be 
8 * N 
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Be not too haſty, ſaid Imlac, to 
4 or to admire, the teachers of mo- 
_— they diſcourſe like angels, but 
they live like men.“ | 
Raſſelas, who could not conceive how 
any man could reaſon ſo forcibly without 
feeling the cogency of his own argu- 


ments, paid his viſit in a few days, and 


was denied admiſſion. He had now 
learned the power of money, and made 
his way by a piece of gold to the inner 
apartment, where he found the philoſo- 
pher in a room half darkened, with his 
eyes miſty, and his face pale. Sir, 
aid he, you are come at a time when all 
human friendſhip is uſeleſs; what I ſuffer 
cannot be remedied, what Lhave loſt can- 
not be ſupplied. My daughter, my only 
g daughter, from whoſe tenderneſs. I ex- 
pected all the comforts of my age, died 
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laſt night of a fever. My views, my 
purpoſes, my hopes are at an end: I am 
now a lonely * diſunited from ſo- 
8 A 
Sir, ſaid the prince, a is an 

event by which a wiſe man can never be 
ſurpriſed: we know that death is always 
near, and it ſhould therefore always be 
expected.“ Young man, anſwered 
the philoſopher, you ſpeak like one that 
has never felt the pangs of ſeparation.” 
Have you then forgot the precepts, 
ſaid Raſſelas, which you ſo powerfully 


' enforced? Has wiſdom no ſtrength to f | 


arm the heart againſt calamity ? Con- 


ſider, that external things are naturally 7 
variable, but truth and reaſon are always 


the ſame.” * What comfort, ſaid the 


mourner, can truth and reaſon afford 
me? of what effect are they now, but 
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not ſuffer him to inſult miſery with re- 
inced of the emp- 


A GLIMPSE er PASTORAL LIFE. _ 
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reſolxed to v 
ee 
copld not afford, was co 
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ſhepherds tended their flocks, and the 
| lambs were playing upon the paſture. 
& This, ſaid the poet, is the life which 


haas been often celebrated for its inno- 


cence and quiet; let us paſs the heat of © 

the day among the ſhepherds tents, and 

now w t! er all our ſearches are not 
n paſtoral ſimplicity.” 

The prof ſal pleaſed them, and they 

induced the ſhepherds, by ſmall preſents 

and familiar queſtions, to tell their opi- 


nion of their own ſtate : they were ſo. 
| rude and ignorant, t, ſo little able to com- 
pare the good with the evil of the oc-. 
cupation, and fo indiſtin& in their nar- 


ratives and deſcriptions, that 2 little 
could be learned from them. But it was 


evident that their hearts were icankered , 
with diſcontent; that they conſidered. 
* n EMNEC to labour for. 


fs of 
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the luxury of the rich, and looked up 
with ſtupid malevolence toward thoſe 
that were placed above them. 


The princeſs pronounced with vehe- 1 


mence, that ſhe would never ſuffi r theſe 
envious ſavages to be her companions, 
and that ſhe ſhould not ſoon 9 & defit 
of ſeeing any more ſpecimen 
happineſs; but could not bi 
the accounts of primeval ple | 
fabulous, and was yet in doubr whether 
life had any thing that could be juſtly 
preferred” to the placid gratifications of 
fields and woods. She hoped that the time 
would come, when with a few virtuous 
and elegant companions, ſhe ſhould ga- 
ther flowers planted by her own hand, 
fondle the lambs of her own ewe, a 
liſten, without care, among brooks and 
breezes, to one of her maidens reading 
In A e 
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e next 4 3 continued their 
ney, till the heat compelled 
te . ound for ſhelter. At a 
2 1 ge they ſaw a thick wood, 
he. Fe fooner entered than they 
ved 4 char they” were approaching 
The ſhrubs 
E F each cut away to open walks 
c 8 ſhades were darkeft ; the 


boughs of oppoſi ite trees were artificially 


interwoven ; ſeats of flowery. turf. were 


Tailed i in vacant ſpaces, and a rivuler, 
that wantoned along the ſide of a wind- 
ing path, had its banks ſometimes open- 


ed. into ſmall baſons, and its ſtream 


Henerimes obſtructed | by little mounde 7 
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mutmurs. Kar 101 "000 9772 b 1 4 4 
They paſſed lowly! thror ; 
delighted with ſuch une 


modations, and E 80 ond | 
with eonjectaring What, or who, he | 


could be, that in thoſs-rude and unfre· 
quented regions, had ea, an 
ſuch harmleſs luxury. 


555 


built upon a hill furrounded with woods, 


The laws of eaſtern hoſj pitality allowed 
them to enter, and the maſter welcomed 5 


them like a man liberal and wealthy. 
He was ſkilful enough in appearances 


ſoon to diſcern: that they were no com. 
mon gueſts, and ſpread his table with 


L. I K 


ne heaped together o nee i.. 


art i 
Py of „. * 1 


As. they e e Se 
ſound. of muſick, and ſaw; youths and 
virgins dancing in the grove; and, go: 
ing ſtill further beheld a ſtately palace 7 


cau ght his artentiag and the lofty cour- 
tteſy of the princeſs dxcited Ris! reſpect. 
When they offered/to-departtheemrear- 
«their ſtay; andi was the net day ſtill 
more unwilling-to:diſmiſs them than be- 
fore. ' They were eafiſy perſuaded to 
ſtop, and civility grew _ is ue 
Ireedom and confidence. 
The prince now ſaw all ds domet. 
fide cheatful, and all the face of nature 
 fitilling round the place, and could nor 
" fotbear to hope that he ſhould find here 
whar he was ſeeking; but when he was 
ulating the maſter upon his poſ 
Ketons, He anſwered with a ſigh, . My 
condition has indeed the appearanee of 
Kkappinefs, but appearances are deluſive. 
My proſperity puts my life in danger; 
e Egypt is my GE in- 
- cenfſed 


Of _ PRINGE- 2 


cenſed only by my wealth and popula- 
rity. I have been hicherty protected 
againſt him by the princes of the coun- 


try; but, as the favour of the great is 
uncertain, I know not how foon my de- 


fenders may be perſuaded to frre be 
plunder with the Baſſa I have ſent my 
treaſures into. à diſtant. country, and, 
upon the firſt alarm, am prepared to fol · 
low them. Then will my enemies xiat 
in my manſion, and enjoy the gardens 


| They eljlincd ib Lneoting tis 200 = 


gt ack departing exile and the 
princeſs was ſo much diſturbed with the 
tumult of grief and indignation, that 
continued with their kind inviter a few 
days longer, and then went W 
find the hermit. e : 
DE K 2 GS H AP. : 
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CHAP. XXL + 


ThE} HAPPINESS OF SOLITUDE. Tvx ; 
© HERMIT'S HISTORY. 


HE came on the third ay; by 
the direction of the peaſants, to 
che hermit's cell: it was a cavern in 
the fide of a mountain, over-ſhadowed 

with palm-trees; at ſuch a diſtance from 
the cataract, that nothing more was 


heard than a gentle uniform murmur, 


ſuch as compoſed the mind to penſive 
meditation, eſpecially when it was aſſiſt- 
ed by the wind whiſtling among the 
branches. The firſt rude eſſay of na- 


ture had been ſo much improved by 


human labour, that the cave contained 

ſeveral apartments appropriated to dif- 

ferent uſes, and often afforded lodging 
8 8 3 pe - ; 8 3 to 
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to travellers, whom darkneſs or tempeſts | 
happened to overtake. 
Ihe hermit ſat on a bench at the door, 
to enjoy the coolneſs of the evening. 
On one ſide lay a book with pens and 
papers, on the other mechanical inſtru- 
ments of various kinds. As they ap- 
proached him unregarded, the princeſs 
obſerved that he had not the counte- 


nance of a man that had found, or coul 


teach the way to happineſs. 


They ſaluted him with great reſpect, A 


which he repaid like a man not unac- 
cuſtomed to the forms of courts. ** My 
children, ſaid he, if you have loſt your 
way, you ſhall be willingly ſupplied with 


6 ſuch conveniencies for the night as this 
cavern will afford. I have all that na- 3 
ture requires, and you will not expect bo 


| &licacies ina hermit's cell. 


FEE 


* RASSELAS, 


"They thanked him, and, emering, 
were pleaſed with the neatneſs and regu» 
htity of the place. The hermin ſer fleſh 
and wine before them, though be fed 
only upon fruits and water. His dif- 
cdurfe was chearful without levity, and 
pious without enthuſialm. He oon 
zined the eſteem of his gnefts, and 
the princeſs fenen of her Ax cl 
cetifare.” | 

At laſt Imlat began thus: * do not 
' now wonder that your reputation is ſo 
far extended; we have heard at Cairo 
of your wiſdom, and rame hither to im- 
plore your direction for this young man 


38 and maiden in the choice of Wife.” 


"4 Fo him that lives well, anſwered 


Permit, every form of life is goed; 
nor ran I give any other rule for choice, 


4.thao to remove From all apparent evil.” 
80 He 


Wu 
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oof He will remove moſt certainly from | 
evil, ſaid the prince, who ſhall devote 


himſelf-to that ſolitude which you — - 
recommended by your example. 7 
4e have indeed lived fifteen pins 
ſolitude, aid the hermit, but have no 
defire that- my example ſhould gain any 
imitators. In my youth I -profeſled 
arms, and was -raiſed by degrees to the 
higheſt military rank. I have traverſed 


wide countries at the head of my troops, 2 
and ſeen many battles and ſieges. At EY 
_ aft, being diſguſted by the preferments _ | 


of a younger officer, and feeling that 
my vigour was beginning to decay, 1 
ing found the world full of ſnares, Ai, 


from the perſuit of the enemy by the 2 
Thelter of this -cavern, and therefore 
) K & - | choſe 1 


"þ# 


cord.and miſery. 1 had once eſcp Þ 


25 
£ *. 
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choſe it i for my final reſidence. I em- 
ployed artificers to form it into cham- 
bers, and ſtored it with all chat: I was 
likely to want. RICO" 
For Wn time 8 my retreat, I 
rejoiced like a tempeſt-beaten ſailor at 
his entrance into the harbour, being 
delighted with the ſudden change of the 
noiſe; and hurry of war to ſtillneſs and 
repoſe. When the pleaſ ure of novelty 
went away, Ie employed my hours in ex- 
amining the ane which grow in the 
Valley, and the minerals which I collec- 
ted from the rocks. But that enquiry 
is now grown taſteleſs and irkſome. I 
have been for ſome time unſettled and 
_ diſtraſted: my mind is diſturbed with 

_ 'a\thouſand perplexities of doubt, and 

- wanities of imagination, which hourly 
1 prevail upon me, 2 1: have no 
t 1 op. 
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opportunities of relaxation or PR 
I am ſometimes aſhamed to think that I 


could not ſecure myſelf from vice, hut 


by retiring from the exerciſe of virtue, 
and begin to ſuſpect that I was rather 
impelled by reſentment, than led by de- 


votion, into ſolitude. My fancy riots - © 
in ſcenes of folly, and I lament that I 


have loſt ſo much, and have gained ſo 


little. In ſolitude, if I eſcape the ex- 
ample of bad men, I want likewiſe the 


counſel and converſation of the good. 
I have been long comparing the evils 


with the advantages of ſociety, and re- 


ſolve to return into the world to mor- 
row. The life of a ſolitary man will 
be certainly miſerable, but not certainly | 
devout.” 

They heard his reſolution with fa 


priſe, but, after a ſhort pauſe, offered: p 
8 9 9 
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ro. He dug up 
ave which he had hid 


gehe rocks, and accompanied them 
to the city, on which, as he app 
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* 
THE HAPPINESS or A LIFE LED TOY 


| CORDING 'TO NATURE. How 2 


ASSELAS went 4 to an 
aſſembly of learned men, Who 
minds, and compare their opinions. 
Their manners were ſomewhat coarſe, 
but their -converſation was inftrut ice, 5 
and their diſputations acute, though 
fometimes too violent, and often conti. 
nued till neither controvertiſt remem⸗ 
bered upon what queſtion they began, 


Some faults were almoſt general among 
them: every one was deſirous to dictate 


to the reft, and every one was pleaſed 
to hear the genius or e * . 


> - *-x 

Ba 3 

5 Gs 4 
* In 


FO a 


another depreciated. . | 


un 2 3 which * Oy in cen- 


RE oorſe of life which he had ſo 
deliberately choſen, and ſo laudably fol- 


- Jowed. The ſentiments of the hearers 


were various. Some were of opinion, 


wy that the folly of his choice had been 


beg 


- juſtly puniſhed by condemnation to per- 


7 
- 
* * 


petual perſeverance. One of the young- 
eſt among them, with great vehemence, 
pronounced him an hypocrite. Some 


er the right of ſociety to the la- 


bour of individuals, and conſidered re- 
tirement as a deſertion of duty. Others 


xeadily allowed, that there was a time 


when: the claims of the publick were 


fatisfied, and when a man might pro- 
perly ſequeſter himſelf, to review his 


life, and purify his heart, Wore 
"bt L . 2 o. 


. N 


One, who appeared more affectet 
with the narrative than the reſt, thoughr - 


it likely, that the hermit would, in 4 
few years, go back to his retreat, and; 


perhaps, if ſname did not reſtrain; or 


death intercept him, return once more 
from his retreat into the world: For 


the hope of happineſs, ſaid he, is fo 


ſtrongly impreſſed, that the longeſt ex- 
perience is not able to efface it. Of the 
preſent ſtate, whatever it be, we feel, 


| and are forced to confeſs, the miſc ry, 
yet, when the ſame ſtate is again ät à 


diſtance, imagination paints it as de- 
ſirable. But the time ill ſurely come, 
when deſire will be no longer our tor- 
ment, and no man ſhall be wretched 
= by his own fault“ ifs eee 


This, ſaid a philoſopher, tho had "I 
heard en tokens of great impa- 


7 
A 


tience, 
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= is he preſent. condition, oh a 


wiſe man. The time is already come, 
when none are wretched: but by their 
own fault. Nothing is more idle, than 


to enquire after happineſs, which na- 


ture has kindly placed within our reach. 
The way to be happy is to live accord- 
ing to nature, in obedience to that uni- 
verſal and unalterable law with which 


every heart is originally impreſſed; 
which is not written on it by precept, 


but engraven by deſtiny, not inſtilled 


by education, but infuſed at our nati- 


vity. He that lives according 
will ſuffer nothing . the delaGons 


of hope, or importunities of deſire : 


he will receive and reject with equability 
of temper; and act or ſuffer as the rea- 


fan of things ſhall alternately preſcribe. 


men may amuſe themſelves with 
* ſubtle 


4 3 *, 2 
7 IEP * p 
2 5 5 < ST, 


a * e nnn. : 
7: 2 en x r 1 
\ * 
F * > _ 
2 
— 7 * 
W + 
8 * 2 
8 8 


PRINCE OF 5 ABISSINIA. % 


ſubtle nn or intricate raciocina- 
tion. Let them learn to be Wers 


of the foreſt, and the ne dhe 
grove: let them conſider the life of ani- 


mals, whoſe motions are regulated by yx 
inſtinct; they obey ee 


happy. Let us therefore, at 


ceaſe to diſpute, and learn to live; throw | 


away the incumbrance of precepts, 
much pride and pomp. de not unders 


7 


ſtand; and carry with us this fimple 


and intelligible maxim, That deviation 
from nature is deviation from lr, 
neſs.” - 55388 

Whip he fad: ſpall he looked 
round him with a placid air, and en- 


joyed the conſciouſneſs of his own he. ; | 
neficence. Sa ſaid the prince, wit 


2 
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modeſtv. Rena eſt of 
ind, am deſirous of felicity, my 
dloſeſt attention has been fixed upon 
vl your diſcourſe : 1 doubt nor the truth 


* — 8 men nee 
and ſo docile, ſaid the philoſopher, I ean 
deny them no information which my 
ſtudies have enabled me to afford. To 
hve according to nature, is to act always 
ä wirh due regard to the fitneſs ariſing from 
che felations and qualities of cauſes and 
effects; to concur with the great and 
uncharigeable-ſcheme of univerſal feli- 
city to co- operate with the general diſ- 
poſition - and — of the mn 
* of things.” ; 2x vo agiiua 


W. a» ww 2 : 
© 


prince ſoon found that this 
d d undet- 


philoſopher, ſu ppoſing him ſatis 


the reſt vanquiſhed, roſe. up and de- 
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Hin PRINCE anD Fre SISTER prvive. 
| BETWEEN THEM THE WORK or 
on 1 , OBSERVATION. 


„Ass As reread FOR 
reflections, doubtful how to direct 
his future ſteps. Of the way to happi- 
neſs he found the learned and ſimple 
equally ignorant; but, as he was yet 
young, he flattered himſelf that he had 
time remaining for more experiments, 
and further enquiries. He communi- 


1 3 ESE 
* - Way <1 4 3 
4 4 ; 


+ cated to Imlac his obſervations and his 
r anſwered by him with 


new doubts, and remarks that gave him 
no comfort. He therefore diſcourſ- 
ed more frequently and freely with his 


"Ger, who * yet the ſame hope with 
VV * . 
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himſelf, and always aſſiſted him to'give | 
ſome reaſon why, though he had been 
hitherto en he: __ — 
at laſt. : 
cc We TY 1 8 ſaid ſhe, Lack 
but little of the world: we have never 
yet been either great or mean. In our 
own country, though we had royalty, 
we had no power, and in this we have 
not yet ſeen the private receſſes of do- 
tneſtick peace. Imlac favours not our 
ſearch; leſt we ſhould i in time find him 
miſtaken. We will divide the taſk be- 


yy 
£ 
% 


> 


tween us: you ſhall try what is to b 


found in the ſplendour g 
I will range the ſhades of -bumbley life. 
Perhaps com mand and authority may 
be the ſupreme bleſlings, as they afford 
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THE. PRINCE EXAMINES THE. HAPPLS 
. NESS OF HIGH STATIONS. 


”— applauded 1 the Our 
and appeared next day with a 
ſplendid retinue at the court of the Raſſa. 
He was ſoon diſtinguiſhed for his mag- 

| id admitted, as a prince 
whoſe curioſity had brought him frem 
diſtant countries, to an intirtiacy with ; ; ; 3 
the great officers, and —_— conver- "ol 
ſation with the Baſſa himſelf. a 
He was at firſt inclined to relics AY 
thn the man mult be pleaſed with Hs 
own condition, whom all approached =} 
with reverence, and heard with obedi- 
2 and who. had lache ue to Tr 


$ 450 "RASSELAS, 


There can be no pleaſure, ſaid he, 
equal to that of feeling at once the joy of 
thouſands all made happy by wiſe admi- 
niftration. Yet, ſince, by the law of ſub- 
ordination, this ſublime delight can be 
in one nation but the lot of one, it is 
ſurely reaſonable to think that there is 
ſome ſatisfaction more popular and ac- 
' ceffible, and that millions can hardly be 
ſubjected to the will of a ſingle man, 


only to fill his particular breaſt with 


4 nmunicable content,” 
T Theſe thoughts were often in his 
mind; and he found no ſolution of the 
_ difficulty. . But as preſents and civilities 
gained him more familiarity, he found 
that almoſt every man who ſtood high 
in employment hated all the reſt, and 
Was hated by them, and that their lives 
ner a continual ſycceſſion of plots and 
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e ſtratagems and eſcapes, fac. 
tion and treachery, Many of thoſe, 
who ſurrounded the Baſla, were ſent 
only to watch and report his conduct; 
every tongue was muttering cenſure, 
and every eye was e for a 
fault. 5 Fad 


At laſt the letters of revocation ar- 


rived, the Baſſa was carried in chains to 
Conſtantinople, and his name was men- 
tioned no more. | 


What are we now to think of the - 


prerogatives of power, ſaid Raſſelas to 
his ſiſter; is it without any efficacy to 


good? or, is the ſubordinate degree 


only dangerous, and the ſupreme ſafe. 


and glorious? Is the Sultan the only © NF 


happy man in his dominions | ? or, Is 
| the Sultan himſelf ſubjeck to che tor- 
L4 ments 


„ 


2 * 


and his ſucceſſor had other views ang 
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different favourites. EE 
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wirn MORE DILIGENCE ran 


Elk 3 "SUCCESS, 


* 


Tu E einde in ht mean a G 
inſinuated herſelf into many fa- 
railings for there are few doors, through - 
which liberality, joined. with good hu- 
mour, cannot find its way. The daugh- 
ters of many houſes were airy and chear- 2 
ful, but Nekayah had been too long ace. 
cuſtomed to the converſation of Imlac + 
and her brother to be much pleaſed *_Þ 
with childiſh levity and prattle which _ 
had no meaning. She found their 
thoughts narrow, their wiſhes low, and 
their merriment often artificial. Their 


pleaſures, poor as they were, could not 3 


be preſerved pure, but were embittered 
by petty competitions and worthleſs 
em ulation, They were always jealous 


of the beguty of each other; of a quality 


to which ſolicitude can l nothing, 


and from which detraction can take no- 
thing away. Many were in love with 


triflers like themſelves, and many fan- 


- 
* ® by 
, 


"that they were in love when in 
truth they were only idle. Their affec- 


3 tion was fixed on ſenſe or virtue, and 
The therefore ſeldom ended but in vexation, 


Their grief, however, like their joy, was 
granſient ; z eyery. thing floated in their 
mind unconnected with the paſt or fu- 
ture, ſo that one deſire eaſily gave way 


* Denker, as a ſecond ſtone caſt into 


water R and a the 
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With theſs girls ſhe played as wit 
_Inoffenſive animals, and found them 
proud of her —— and n of 
her company. 
But her purpoſe was to examine more 


- deeply, and her affability eaſily perſuad- 
ed the hearts that were ſwelling with 
ſorrow to diſcharge their ſecrets in' her 
ear: and thoſe whom hope flattered, or 


profperity delighted, often courted her 


to partake their pleaſures. 


The princeſs and her brother com- © 
| mY, met in ws evening in a x peu 5 Ho 


By 


and related to each other the occurrences 
of the day. As they were fitting to- 
gether, the princeſs caſt her eyes upon . 


the river that flowed before her. An ; 
ſwer, ſaid ſhe, great father of waters, 


a 


8 veg” 30 
* 8 "<P 
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thou that rolleſt thy floads hoo 19 
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ey nations, to the invocations of the 
| daughter of thy native king, Tell me if 
a a ſingle dedication from AR thou 2 
not T the murmurs een * 


7% 3 15 


more 3 in n private * han 1 
have been in courts.” I have, ſince 
the laſt partition of our provinces, ſaid 
the princeſs, enabled myſelf to enter fa- 
miliarly into many families, where there 
was the faireſt ſhew of proſperity and 
and know not one houſe that is 


| bo” = ; not baumied by ſome fury that an 
1 their quiet. . 


_£ I did not ſeck caſe among the poor, 
Þctauſc I concluded that there it could 


pot be found. But I ſaw many poor 


5 whom I had ſuppoſcd to live in affluence. | 
Pove ba, in large cities, "ey diffe- 
bene = 


rent appearances: it is often concealed 
in ſplendour, and often in extravagance. 
It is the care of a very great part of 
mankind to conceal their indigence from 
the reſt : they ſupport themſelves by 
temporary expedients, and every day is 
loſt in contriving for the morrow, 
<« This however, was an evil, which, 
though frequent, I ſaw with leſs pain, 
becauſe I could relieve It. Yet ſome | 


have refuſed my bounties; more offend- 


ed with my quickneſs to detect their 
wants, than pleaſed with my readineſs to 
ſuccour them: and others, whoſe exi- 
gencies compelled them to admit my 
kindneſs, have never been able to for- 
give their benefactreſs. Many however, 
have been ſincerely grateful without the 
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oſtentation of * or the * of _—_— 


— favours.” 


Eup of the Finer Vol vun. 
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